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CHAPTER L 



yV HAT would you give to be mif- 

trefs of this .fine carriage that is coming 
up the hill towards us?*' faid Sarah 
Moncrief to her fifter Emily. 

"> Why, I really don't know Sarah/* 
replied fhe, ** for no objeft prefents 
itfelf to my imagination of equal value 
to the poffeffion of fo fine an equipage/* 
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The carriage now approached nearer. 
It was adorned by a fplendid coronet, 
had out-riders, arid all the paraphanalia 
of fafiiion. The two young ladies flood 
ftill as it pafled; and at length, one of 
them exclaimed^ — *' Why, as I am 
alive, it is empty !'* They formed a 
hundred conjeflures to account for this 
ftate and attendance on an empty car- 
riage, all of which were equally vague. 
They watched it until a turning of the 
road obfcured it from their fight, and 
then purfued their walk in fitence. 

They were going to ,a farm-houfe to 
fpend the afternoon with an old friend 
and former play-mate. By the time 
that they were feated and had each taken 
a glafs of Mrs. Millar's cowflip wine, 
the carriage and its pofiefTor was en- 
tirely forgotten. 

Soon after their arrival, an aukward 

country girl opened the parlour door, 

and called Mifs Betfey by a very fig- 

nificant movement of her head, which 

■ her 
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her young miftrefs perfedlly underftood. 
She ran after the girl and returned in a 
minute^ Taying, " Oh !*' Mifs Mon«^ 
crief^ " do pray come and let me (how 
you how my chickens are grown.**— ^ 
** Poh ! ** faid her mother, •• don't 
plague Mifs Moncrief with fuch non- 
fenfe, I want to enquire after the good 
DoQor and Mrs. Rachel." Mifs Bet- 
fey infifted that the ladies were her 
vifiiors, and fhould pofitively vifit the 
chickens. The parlour door was no 
fooner fttut on the old lady, than Mifs 
Millar fei^ed them both by the arm and 
(aid, " come, come to the meadow this 
minute, there is a fortune-teller there, 
and every word (lie fays comes true. 
Martha has taken her into the cow- 
houfe for fear of brother Jacob. — Come, 
come, make hafte, this is fo fortunate 
that you came to day, for I dare fay 
the Doflor would not let one of them 
come to your houfe, and every body 
likes to know what is to happen to 

B 2 them/' 



4 EMILY DUNDORNE. 

them/* Ffnrly and Sarah fmiled at tlie 
agitation of their friend, and accompa- 
nied her to the cow-Houfe, where ftoodr 
tiie^ Egyptian Sorcerefs. She kificd^ 
her hand to each as theventeneduwi(hed 
good luck^to thehfi all; fend ihch aflced 
which of the good ladfes ihe was to: 
begin with firft/ ^* Oh! me- me/* cried 
the farmer's daughter, almoftf^ breath- 
lefs. — " Well, then," replied Sarah 
Moncrief, " we will take a walk in the 
meadow, as I do not wifh to know your 
fate." — " Irideed/' cried Emily, '* but 
I wifh to know my own^ and whether I 
fhall ever pofTdfs yon fine coach. — 
•^ That fhall you," faid the gipfey, 
** or as good a one, let it be as fine as it 
will, if it is not your own fault." "If 
it depends on me," faid Emily, gaily, 
•' I am in it now: make hafte and tell 
me how I am to fecure it." Mifs Mil- 
lar now became' impatient. Sarah Mon- 
crief was obliged to walk alone, for 
Emily declared that fhe would not leave 

her 
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her good genius to pick dafies. After 
Sarah had walked near half an hour, fhe 
was beckoned from the barn-door, and 
joined her friends, as her turn, they faid, 
was now come. Sarah affured them, to 
their great furprife, that (he had not the 
leaft particle of curioGty in her compo- 
fitiori, and did not intend to have her 
future deftiny determined at that mo* 
ment. Emily was walking up and down 
feeraingly difcontented. ** What is the 
matter, Emily," faid Sarah, ** the coach 
has Dot vanilhed I hope?" — " Vanifli- 
ed!" cried Martha, ruftiing into the 
boufei " No, the coach is at our do6r 
as fure as I am a living creature, and 
miftrefs is tying on a mutlin apron to go 
to the gentlefolks, and a fcolding fo, 
Mifs Betfy, at your being out: in ^his 
here dirty yard: comeirt d^raftly.".^^ 
Here fhe was out of breath; ' and the 
girls all, as with one voice, exclaimed, 
" what coach aire you talking iibout, 
Martha.."—-^* Why, nhe^fihe gilded one 

B 3 at 
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at our door, to be fure,'* replied the 
girl. 

Here Mrs. Millar prefented herfelf 
at the back door, putting herfelf into a 
hundred different geftures, fignificant 
of her wiftiing them to haften their re- 
turn to the houfe. The girls now bid 
the fortune-teller farewel, but ordered 
her not to ftir out of the barn for her 
life, until they bad reached the parlour, 
vherc they expeQed to fee the gentle* 
folks, as Martha called them. Mrs. 
Millar met them in the kitchen. •*Where 
are they, mother? Who are they? 
Where do they come from? Will they 
fiay all night?'* enquired Bctfey all in a 
breath. — " Hold your nonfenfe, Befs,'* 
faid her brother, who was jufl come in 
from hay^making, with a rake acrofs his 
iboulder^ over which was flung a large 
wooden bottle, " go and fill my bottle 
with beer, and don't trouble yourfelf 
about the gentry, who mayhap never did 
nor ever will think about you.'* — **HoMr 

fliould 



EMILY DUKDORN£. 7 

(hould fuch a boor as you know what 
gentlefolks think about/* replied his fif- 
ter, "you who could never be prevailed 
on to goto fchool, muft be content with 
learning that gentlefolks fay and think 
at fecond hand?" Mrs. Millar ordered a 
general filence, and then told the Mifs 
Moncriefs, that the coach at the door 
waited for them, it had been Tent from 
the Parfonage to convey them thither as 
faft as poffible ; that it belonged to the 
Right Honourable Lady Mary Auriol, 
t^rho was now at Doftor MoncriePs, and 
that» to the aftonifhment of the young, 
ladies, it was the very carriage that they 
had met empty, and which had before 
been a fubjeft of conjeSure to them 
both. With the name of the Auriol 
family they were net unacquainted; but 
what had procured their father the ho- 
nour of a vifit from a female of that 
family, Ihey Verc at a lofs to guefs. 
** Mayhap,'* faid Mrs. Millar, •• ftie 
was come to make ladies of the Mifs 
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Moncriefs." Here Betfey and Emily 
nodded and fmiled at each other. Jacob 
obferving this, faid, " Bet is willing to 
encourage this, becaufe (he think Mifs 
Emily will, maybe, invite her to Lun- 
non, but flie'll find other guefs matters 
tp mind there, than think of her." — 
To this fpeech no other reply was given, 
than a turn-up of the nofe of Mifs Bet. 

The Moncriefs took their leave, and 
were, for the firft time, handed by a 
fine powdered footman into a fupprb 
family coach ; not a cufliion or a holder 
of which was free from the decoration 
of the family arms. Emily broke filence 
firll : " Well, here 1 am, fcated in the 
very carriage. It is really moft charm- 
ing: the world has another afpcQ, 
when viewed through thefe delightful 
windows ; even the Old Parfonage 
Houfe looks tolerable now." — " How. 
filly you talk, Emily," replied Sarah. 
" Does this coach alter our fituation ? 

Shall 
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Shall we not ftep out of it in five minutes, 
perhaps never more afcend it again ?'* 
•• Oh! for heaven's fake, don't br.ak the 
charm with your fober reflections; I had 
made myfelf miftrefs of the carriage, and 
was thinking what aftuated you to aflc 
me what' I would give to become its 
poffeflbr.** — " Why, V\\ tell you, that 
foolifli romantrc dif\)ofition of yours 
firft fuggefted the idea." — " Why, now, 
Sarah, can I help not having fo ferious 
a difpofition as you? befides, do I not 
now and then enliven you with my ro- 
mance as you call it? Ah! there is the 
lady at the window with my father, do 
let me have a peep at her, juft lo fee 
whether fhe is old or young: oh! not 
old, I declare ! What, can fhe come 
to Eafliam for ?' The carriage ftopped 
at the Parfonagc, and on their entrance 
into, the parlour, Mr. Moncrieftook the 
hand of his eldcft daughter, and led her 
to Lady Mary Auriol, who faid, *' Upon 
my word, Mr^-Moncrief, you have two* 

B 5 charming 
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charming girls here ; they are almoft bu<- 
ried alive in this village." — " Indeed^ 
your Ladyfhip is miftaken,** replied the 
Doftor, " for they are always em- 
ployed, and, -by being fo, they are 
prevented from being confcious of that 
liftleflnefs and ennui that arifes from 
inaftion." — ** That is very well faid in 
you; but, if I am to guefs by the coun- 
tenance, this young lady (taking at the 
fame time, the hand of Emily), would 
not diilike fomething of a gayer fcene : 
come, now, tell me truly, am I not 
right?'* Emily replied, " that fomc- 
times (he would not diilike a little more 
focicty. " Well then,'' faid Lady Mary, 
** as a reward for your candid anfwer, 
I am come purpofely to run away with 
you both." Emily's eyes brightened 
up, whilft thofe of Saraji aflumed an 
air of fadnefs. This being perceived 
by their father, he told them that her 
Ladyfhip had given them an invitation 
to fpend the cemainder of the fummer 

at 
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at her feat in Berkfhire, and that they 
muft go and make all the neceflary pre^ 
parationSy as her Ladyfhip prOpofed re- 
turning the very next day. Sarah's 
eyes now filled iviih tears, and fhe hur- 
ried out of the room to conceal them ; 
whilft Emily bounded after her ^^ith 
joy {he was hardly able to teftrain, in 
the prefence of Lady Mary. The young 
ladies now repaired to Mfs. Rachel, 
their father's houfekeep'er, for an ex- 
planation. Emily caught hold of the arm 
of the good old woman, and faid, '* Oh! 
do now, cdtne and tell us all about if\h 
lady: do you know that we are going 
home with her? But firft tell me how 
flie came here, for we met the carriage 
dmpty?*'-:— " Why, Mifs, the* reafon of 
that was, that her Ladyfhip faw my 
riiafter i^lking over the footpath, and 
fent a fervant to call hhn tb her, and 
tllen (he faid fhe would walk over the 
foot-way with him, it being nearer : 
and bef6re ever they camie ift, it w^s 

B 6 : all 
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all fettled, that you were to go. Bat, 
what do you think ? my Lord is a com- 
ing to live here." " Oh!" replied Emily, 
** Ihe is afraid to let her fine gentleman 
live amongft us poor girls, I wonder, 
what fort of a boy he is," afked Emily. 
" Why, a very good one, I dare fay/' 
replied Rachel ; ** for niafter was tutor 
to hi$ father, and he, I have often heard 
him fay, Jiajd not his fellow for good-; 
nefs.** — '* Where is Lord Auriol now ?'* 
faid Sarah, *^ is he with his mother?" 
Thefe queftions were interrupted by 
the entrance, of Mn Moncrief, who 
defired Rachel to go and attend hcf 
Ladyfliip. The faithful fervant diredly; 
prepared to go, after alTuring her mailer 
that (he had been putting the room in 
the beft or.dt^i;j)affiblej that fhe had 
uncovered the chairs, and unpapered 
the bed ,$;urtains, and that her. La- 
dyfhip would find every thing as clean^ 
if not as fine, as what fhe had left 
at home. .Aft^r Rachel had left Mr. 

Moncrief 
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Moncrief and his daughters alone, he 
took a hand of each^ and then aflured 
them^ that be felt fo^ie, reluQance tp 
part with them, as they .had been the 
conftant companions and fweeteners o£ 
his labours, ever fince the lof^ of their 
good mother. He then told them that 
lady Mary Auriol had made him this 
vifit, in order to entreat him to under-, 
take the charge of Lord Auriol, her only 
fpn, whofe education had been negleft- 
ed hitherto : and this he could not well 
refufe to her Ladyfhip, as he had beea 
under pecuniary obligations to .the fa- 
mily, and had been tutor to. his Lord- 
fhip's father, who had been dead about 
three years. — Lady Mary, he faid, had 
made him a mod liberal offer; at the 
fame . time flie earneftly entreated him 
as a favour done to herfelf, and an aft 
of friendibjp to the memory of her 
hulband, the late Lord, to receive her 
fon into his family. And her Ladyfhip 
laid, tliat fhe was well awarq there 

wei'e 
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were objfe<^iorts on my part to acceed- 
ing to her propofals, which flie would 
in (btne manner endeavour to re^ 
move, by begging that he would com- 
mit the care 6f his daughters to her ; 
and as Mifs Auriol, her neice, was 
only two years older than his youngeft 
daughter, they would be charming 
Cdmpanfons. — '* Now, my dears,*' faid 
MrMoncrief, " if you have any material 
objeftion to her Ladyfhip's propofal, tell 
me, and though I cannot decline the 
charge of his Lordfliip, I will endea* 
voor to place you where you will be 
happy elfdwhete." They both de-^ 
clarcd that they were well pleafed to 
go to Park Place, the name of her 
Ladyfhip*s feat, fince their father ap- 
proved of it, ahd gave them leavTfe to 
accept her Ladyfhip*s offer. Sarah 
ventured to fay, that fince fhe might 
not remain with her father, all. places 
were alike to her. Her father kiffed 
off the falling tear on her cheek, and 

faid. 
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faid, *^ that this laft proof of her a(Fec« 
tion was very grateful to him ; that their 
interefts were his firft, and would ever 
be his principal concern. Mr. Moncrief 
promifed to vifit his daughters after 

• 

they had heen at Park Place a few 
weeks. He then gave a ten pound note 
to Sarah, and told her to provide what 
was necelTary and could be got in the 
village, for herfelf and fitter. " You, 
my girls, may reap confiderable advan*- 
tage in the fociety of Lady Auriol, 
who is a woman of good fenfe, (he is a 
little addifled to that kind of pride, 
which refults from too high an eftima- 
tion of the advantages of high birth ; 
fhe is defcended, as well as his Lord<i- 
fliip, from the firil families in Scotland, 
and they both entertain a fovereign 
contempt for your mufliroom gentry, 
as her Ladyfhip fliles all thofe whofe 
titles are of recent date. Her Lady-* 
Ihip's only fon, of whom I am to have 
the charge, is defigned for one of the 

fira 
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firft heireffes in Scotland, to whom 
Lady Mary's brother, the Lord Dun- 
dee,, is guardian.'*— i*< What, father I'l 
laid Emily, ^' do tb.ey make maiches 
for children,:; and never know whether 
they will love each other or not? Well,: 
thank' God, I am noi a woman of gt-eat 
family," " And whp told you.Emily,^ 
t-bat /ou was: not 8^ woman of family?'* 
§he held hen head dpwn, and made no' 
iieply^ whilftMr. Moncrief replied to 
ter :firft queftioD : that certainly.it was 
right for parents to fele6l proper ob- 
jeds f6r the attention of thofc who 
were to tranfoiit their name and eftates 
to pofterity ; .and having done fo, they 
trufted that the duty of their children 
would lead them to a favourable opi- - 
nioa Qf the objeft fo fclefted, and 
ihusi. affift. in forming the attachment 
wilhed. C Mr.; Moncrief reminded his 
daughters, that it Would be proper for 
them' to attend her Ladyfhip, who had, 
by tbisi time, adjuft^d her .drefs. " Pray, 

father,** 
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faihe'r/* faid Emily, ** don't let this Lord, 
who is- coming, kill mybird^, nor will 
I ever forgive, him, if he tears one of 
tny books.'* " If his Lord(hip,'' re- 
plied her father, " has ho other motive 
to reftrain him than your difpleafure, 
Emily, I tremble. for ycipr favourite; 
of what confei^Uiffnpc^ thiftki yoii, would 
the difpkaftrre pf an obfcure girl, like my 
daughter,; be to 'a man of Lord Auriol's 
confequence ? *' - " Well then, polite- 
nefsmay reflrain him, Lhope, if it doc^ 
Boti LflialLhate h«n,.Kvh^tber he care9 
far it brcnor.^* Mr^ Aloncricf fmiled^ 
and bid them follow him' to • the parlour 
as. foon as poflible. The remainder o£ 
the evening was • fpent. in talking o£ 
future plans on ihe pact of her- Ladyi-i 
fhip, and in relatingiftories of fomc of 
heir^anceftoiis. ! Mr. Moncrief:frdquently 
aflifted her meniory, for he was well 
informed of every circumftanqe relat- 
ing to every individual o£.anyhotein 

either 
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eiijher his Lord{hip*s or Lady Mary's 
fatnily; though this required a more 
than common memory, as they were 
very numerous, and many of them had 
performed furpriGng achievements. At 
the recital of thefe, her Ladyfhip's fpi- 
rits always rofe, and by the time they 
feparated for the night, fhc was highly 
elevated in the contemplation of her 
01^ ahd' Ldrd Aurior^ confequence. 
The young ladies both attended her 
to ber room, at the door o^ which, fiie 
de^red to wifli them a ^ood night i as 
(he faid fhe had fomtthing to iay to 
Rachel about the young man fhe was 
foon to attend. When Sarah and Emily 
had got to their own apartment, the 
latter faid^ '* I am curioui. to know 
what Lady Auriol can have to fay to 
Rachel? I with my father was coi^e 
up flairs, I would flip into Rachel's 
chamber, and hearken; I dare fay, 
what fte has to recommend^ is to air 

his 
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his fhoes, and warm his bed, and tie 
a pocket handkerchief about his neck, 
when it is a damp day.*' 

••Oh! fie fifter," cried Sarah, '*What, 
would you be a liftener ? I would not 
have To curious a difpofuion as you poC* 
fefs, for the world : " I will go though,** 
faid flie, •* my father is juft gone up/'— * 
** Well, I hope if you do, that jrou 
may be oaugbt,'* replied Sarah. £mrly 
ran out of the room, and remained 
abfent about a quarter of an hour* 
She returned quite brightened, fanyii^g^f*^ 
^ Well I now I am come b^ck without 
bearing ten words thaft they were faying^ 
owing to . my father*s naRy creaking 
ihoes, as he was walking up and down 
all the time I ilaid ; but I heard enougW 
to know that fomehow, and I cannot tell 
how neither, her Ladyfhip knows about 
the fortune-teller at farmer Millar's, for 
I heard her fav Fortune-teller more than 
once, and then I heard Rachel fay it 
was a pity; but, to be fure, her Lady- 
fhip 
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fhip mud. know beft. I heard my name 
once or twice; but'what it was about I 
could not tell ;• perhaps (he faid (be 
would inform my father, and then, Ra- 
chel knowing that he would be angry, 
might fay it was a pity. I wifh I durft 
aflc her whai flie meant, when fhc comes 
eut; but then; flie! would know that I 
had been hearkfining, and that I could 
not bear.V-^*r That now is. a proof that 
you have done \vrong,** faid Sarah.-r- 
•/Well," replied her fide r, " you don't 
care, b^caufe you : did not have yoiir 
fortune told/'. Sarah afked her. wbaf 
flie had got by hearing her future fate.' 
^miiy faid,. "if the witoh fpoke true, 
flie would be a gainer ; but that fhe was 
forbid tq tell thp Secrets of the Prifot^ 
Houfe.": Emily was obliged to retire to 
reft in ignojance, as to the: import of 
the converfation between Lady Mary 
apd Rachel, but fecretly determined to 
try to find out if flie had been betrayed, 
la jbe:morning^ 

She 
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'She arofe mih the hrk, in ordeTr to 
difpofc of her c!othei* properly before 
breakfaff/ as they were to depart early; 
and (he ivak in haftie ihat fhe might not 
retard the wiflied-ftir' jodifriey: SaraK 
Rad not flept^ ovfing to her mind being 
much' diftiiitcd with the *prdfpfe6l'. of 
quit'tinJT -hcr'belove'cl parent/ to etttct 
into a farrtilyv'wifh almoft every indivii-- 
dual of .wiK)m (he was unacquainted.-^ 
She faw that the ditpofition of Lidy 
Mary'Was not in the lfeaftiac<roIrdant witfr 
her own» and contempfeted l^uturity with* 
no very pleafing ideals. Towards morn- 
ing fhe Had fallen into a refUefs flUmber, 
during which, Emily flipped down to 
Rachel, in otder'tofed if fhe wdUld tell 
her what.LadyAvuriol had Be'^n fpeak^^ 
ing aboat the precedifng ievenirtg, well" 
knowing that Rachel had often fore- 
warned her of heri father's difplcafure^ 
and frequehdy- inftruQ:€d> her' how- it 
might be avetted : however^ iwthis'^n-.* 
ftancc fhe was miftaken, fopRachcroib-; 

ferved 
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ferved a profound filence. " What dd 
you;think, Rachel?" faid Emily,. '*we 
met a gipfey as we went to Farmer Mil- 
larfii."-^" You did not fpcark to her, I 
hope;" anfwered Rachel, *' for they are 
wicked wretches, and mafter would be 
very angry if you did.** Emily found 
that her fecret was fafe, and foon turned 
the converfation to the fubjeft of their 
journey. She recommended all her fa- 
vourites, both animal and vegetable, to 
the care of their old fcrvant ; to whom, 
after fhe had proqaifed to write her word 
of every thing that; paffedat Eafham, (he 
gave her an aflTeftionate kifs, for fear, 
flie faid, that flie (bould forget to do fo 
in her hurry after breaftfaft. She then 
tripped up ftairs to awaken Sarah and 
inform her that they were not difca- 
vered, and that Lady Aurioi was ftirring, 
and that as her fifter had been reftlefs all 
night, (he told her that (be had packed, 
up. her trunk, for her. Neither of the 

young ladies took any breakfaft. Sarah 

Telr 



£MXLY DUKDOUMS. Z^ 

felt a ftronger attachment to home, than 
(he had ever before been confcious of. 
Emily wondered why (he felt fo happy 
at the thought of quitting Eafham. 
She dearly loved her father, yet fhe 
could not help chiding the tardy foot of 
time, longing to fee Lady Mary's fplen- 
did equipage drFveinio the court yard. 
At length, the wiflied-for moment ar- 
rived, and then fo little do we know 
what will give us pleafure. — Emily funk 
upan hit father's (haulder overwhelmed 
with tears. — The igood 'old ffi>an icc^ild; 
not fee them depart unm^ved^ ttK)U|gh he: 
flrove to conceal. bis agitation; and en«. 
d.eavQured.to hide his^ emotion, by conr?, 
verfingcWitb her Lartlyfhip. . .r . ,r , . 
. After pulling I^y. Mary intatbcr 
coach/ he t6ak a band of each >6f hi$, 
girls, placed them in the carriage^ and 
with a figh faw them depart. 
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'C>OME now, my young friends,' V 
fa-id'Lady Mary, *^you maftnot be fad>!j 
ot* I -ftiartibegin ito>ihinli ihat I have- 
commkted a-raiftake^ and, tl^at inftead: 
of giving you pleafure,- I am in reality 
infli6ling pain. •'•*— Neither of : the young 
ladies replied, though each iof ibepi bc^/ 
g^tiUc^ dtiy theiF' tears,. ' in-order to cafu- 
vlncd herf >thati ihey weue fenfible .ofr her : 
kindnefg,' iThey endeavoured niutually 
to entertain each pther during a journey 
of about twenty miles; when her Lady- 
fhip faid, that they were to dine at the 
next village, at the houfe of a very 

particular 



particular friend^ whom ihe anxioufljr 
ivt&ed to receive a good fmpreiEon of 
iier young friends : and whom, qn that 
account, (he defired to caft away all 
care; as Mrs. Hornby was the gayeft 
woman in the world : Qie was never 
lad facrfelf, or ever allowed it in others 
«< Oh ! I am glad of tliat/' fatd Emily, 
<* 1 am fure that I (hall like her ; for J 
cannot bear duUnefs in any onc.*'—*- 
** You will fee my fon alfo/* faid Lady 
Mary, ^^ as he dcfired to fts^ it Horx^ 
JLodge, whiift'I entered intQ a'ncgocia^ 
tion with your father t from thence »he 
will proceed to-morrow to the Vale.*' 
Sarah (ighed, and fecretly wiflued that 
file could be of his Lordfhip*s party. 
As the carriage drew nepr the houfe, 
they perceived it was full of company ; 
for, though a confiderable party was 
ftrolling in the fh rubbery,, yet the win*- 
dows were crowded withinquifitive facejt. 
Mr. Hornby and Lprd Auriol fi^peareti 
on the fteps. The former gave bis hand 
Vol. I. C Io 
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la affift Lady Mary, and die laUer 
afiifted Emily and Sarah^ whom he nearly 
flared out of countenance before they 
gained the drawing. room door; at 
which they were met, and welcomed by 
'Mrs. Hornby, who faid with great good- 
humour, ** that the arrival of young peo- 
ple always tended to raife her fpirits.** 
^hey were inftantly furrounded by aH 
the company in the room, and in a few 
minutes were joined by thofe, who were 
before killing time in the (hrubbery. — 
•* I declare, good people,** faid Mrs. 
Hornby, ** you fhall introduce your- 
felves to thefe ladies, for I fee it is abfo- 
lutely a talk I have not the courage to 
undertake.**— "Well,** faid Lady Mary, 
^ as I am aajuainted with you all, allow 
me to prefent you all as my friends. 
This 1 hope will enfure you the favour 
of my young companions. And now, 
Mifs Moncriefs, I will introduce you to 
Lord Auriol.** — ** Come hither, Fre- 
deric,*' faid his mother. He (lid rather 

than 
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than walked towards her. — ** Thefe 
ladies, my love, are the daughters of 
your father's old and efteemed friend, 
Mr. Moncrief ; who have the goodnefs 
to quit their own family, in order that 
you may be acconunodated/' — ** They 
are vaftly good, mother,** replied his 
Lordfhip, '* but, if you had not been in 
fuch hade to return, I had not been 
much difappointed : for we are fo happy, 
here, that I think I would rather have 
Mr. Hornby than Mr. Moncrief for my 
tutor.'* Lady Mary (hook her head; 
faid that be was a rude boy, and hoped 
that he would be excufed by the ladies* 

During this time £m.ily had been call- 
ing her eyes roui>d the room in fearch 
of a face that looked like a companiable 
one. She obferved a fmart young offi- 
cer near her putting up his hands, and 
praying a young lady to introduce hiou 
She overheard him faying, " I love to 
be introduced to Parfons' daughters 
they are fo nouvelle^ fo modeil, fo every 

C 2 thingi 
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thing, one fcldom m^ets with, that it 
is charming/' — ** You creature, you,** 
replied the lady, *' I will punifh you for 
your dcfertion of me this morning, when 
I aCked you to walk with me.** — **Walk! 
walk! did you fay, Mifs Boothby? 
"Was it poffiblefor any human being to 
have fupported himfelf thro* fuch/an 
unfufferable burning fun as fhone at 
the time you made the requeft?** 

Emily was furprifed to hear a man, 
who evidently was in the very bed Hate 
of health, fay, that he could not fupport 
himfelf thro* a fun-fhine, to which a de- 
licate female had expofed hcrfelf from 
choice. At jihis inftant Mifs Boothby 
advanced towards Emily, faying, "Mifs 
Moncrief, pray allow me to introduce 
to you the deleSable Colonel Harrifon* 
He is a moft incorrigible coxcomb; 
but he can't help it, nature made him 
fuch, and fo, as he is, he is at your 
fervice, arn*tyDu Harrifon,?'* — ** Moft 
devotedly,** replied he, *• if allowed the 

honour 



bonour of attending fo fair a form/' 
Emily fmiled and blufbed. The Colo- 
nel was at the other end of the room in 
an indant, and feated himfelf by the fide 
of a female that really ap{>eared more 
than half dead. He fcemed to have loft 
that gay, lively tone, that hehadafTumed 
whilft talking to Mifs Boothby» and had 
affumed an air of fullen difcontent. 
« How I fhould deleft to be fo teized/' 
cried Mifc Boothby to Emily, ^* don't; 
you fee our gallant Colonel in the duknpa 
there?" — "What is the matter with bioi^ 
madam? Is that lady who appears fo ill, 
related to him ? Is (he his fifter?'*— '' Ohi 
worfe than that» my dear» fhe 13 his 
wife." — " Wife!" exclaimed Emily, 
^ is he married then?" Heavens! my 
dear don*t be fo frightfully earneft, 
you hav*nt loft your heart at firft fight^ 
I hope ? Did you never fee a married 
man before? They are but monfters, I 
muft own, but Harrifon is ftill tolerable. 
With this fpeech Mifs Boothby turned 

C 3 away 
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away laughing at her own wir^ whilft 
Emily fat in furprife to find a lady talk-* 
ing fo freely, and of a man too, who had 
already chofen a female to whom all his 
attentions ought certainly to be dire£t-«L 
ed^ efpecially as (he feemed by her pre* 
fent ill'-health to demand more than 
common tendernefs. 

Sarah had been almoft a filent wit^ 
nefs of the palling fcene, from which fhe' 
bad coHeAed little that was calculated 
to chear her fpirits or put home and her 
father out of mind. Mrs. Hornby came 
up to Lady Mary and reminded her 
that, if (he had any alteration to make 
in her drefs, (he would-only have time 
to do fo before dinner: telling her, at 
the fame time, that all the party prefent 
bad determined to wave the ceremony 
of dreffing, as they were bound on a 
fifhing party in the evening. 

Her l.ady(hip, who never could bear 
any abatement in etiquette, retired, 
accompanied by her young friends; 

when 
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when- the whole company furrounded 
Lord Auriol to know who^ and what 
the lovely girls were, who had accom- 
panied their mother. ** They are Quiz^ 
kal beings/' faid a little ihort fat girl 
who had been Gtting filcntly, twirling a 
fun fan, •* did you obferve their long 
waift?"— «« What ftar did they drop 
from/' Lord Auriol?— «* The North, I 
believe/' replied hisLord(hip. ** Don't 
you pity me Mifs Dormer? I am going 
to be cooped up with a greater Quiz 
than either of thefe : I mean their, Farf* 
ther, who is felefted by Lady Mary, to 
have the honour of being tutor to your 
bumble fervant." — " I'm fure I pity 
the man from my heart," faid Mrs. 
Horrvby : •* to endeavour to make you 
think and aft rightly, isatafk, indeed I" 
Does your Lordfhip think it will ever 
be affeaed by Mr. Moncrief? *^Why, 
fanhf I cannot fay, I think it is very 
poffible, unlefs I can bring the old boy 
to my way of thinking: but of this I ra- 

C 4 ther 
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ther defpair, as I remember my father 
ufed to talk of his ftri3 principles. I 
have endeavoured to prevail on my mo- 
ther to give me a man of my own cha- 
fing: but ihe is obfiinate; and fo^ as I 
mud be put into leading ftring&> why the 
fooner the better. The bufinefs will 
be'the-^fooner over, and I IhaW then 
have nothing to db but forget all I have 
learnt/* 

. '" A very good fketch, truly » of a 
modem fine gentleman," faid an elderly 
man^ who had been behind bi3 LorcU 
fliip whilft he was fpeaking. He iiv* 
ilantly turned round» faying^ '* Oh! Mr^ 
.Afton^ I did not kno^ that you was in 
die room: I have been telling the ladies 
mhat lintend to ber-^'' Why," replied 
Mr. Afton, "your Lordfhip is very 
good^ but that was needlefs, as they fee 
now what you are. I have been in the 
room," continued Mr. Afton^ " a long 
lime engaged in the contemplation of 
two beautiful mafter-pieces from the 

hand 
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hand of Nature^ at prefertt £air copies: 
and I have been mourntug ihat any 
transformation fhouid ever take place 
from what they are atprefent: — theem« 
blcm of every grace and every virtue.** 
— '^Blefs me, Mr. Afton/' faid MiCi 
Dormer, *' I did not know that you was 
a magician before: what are you a going 
to transform thefe ladies? Into nothing 
hideous, I hope/- — " You hope no 
fuch thing/* replied he, *' for I have 
feen you burfting with envy ever fince 
they came hither/* — ** Whit an ill- 
natured old Cynic you are?'* retorted 
Mifs Dormer. ** What do you think I 
could envy the old Parfon's daughters 
for?'* — "For! why, for being young 
and lovely, and attrading every man's 
attention," faid Mr. Afton. Here the 
dinner bell fummoned them to dcfcend* 
and Mifs Dormer gave Mr. Afton her 
band, as (he faid, to punifh him. 

When they were affembled, the party 
confifti^d of Lady Mary Auriol^nd his 

C 5 Lordfhip, 
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Lordfhip, Colonel and Mrs. Harrifon^ 
Mrs, Spencer, and the Honourable 
Mr. and Mrs. Earlsford, Mifs Boothby, 
Mifs Dormer, Mr. Afton, and Mifs 
Moncriefs, -a Mr. Guilford, and Mr. 
Norton. Thefe, with Mr. and Mrs. 
Hornby, made the company. — During 
dinner they began to fettle the plan of 
what was to be done afterwards; Mrs. 
Hornby declaring that (he had nothing 
to do with them, that they knew tha( 
they were perfeSly matters of their own 
time, provided they allowed her the! 
fame liberty. — •* Mifs Moncriefs, I muft 
tell you that you are at perfeft liberty 
whilft you remain here ; I never enflavc 
apy one.**— *^ Except me,*' cried Mr. 
Guilford. " And I think,*' replied 
Mr. Hornby, " your chains, Guilford, 
are tolerably eafy. My wife torments 
no one but me.** — ** And that is to pre- 
vent your (inking into ennui," replied 
(he. Emily loft not a word of the con-, 
verfation which was all new to ben The 

ftylc 
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fiyle of fociety into which (he wag now 
caft» was like entering into another 
world. That a gentleman fliould enter- 
tain and avow a partiality for a married 
woman> and that in the preCence of her 
hufband^ feemed quite ftrange. Hi- 
therto (he had conlidered it criminal ia 
a woman to receive ahy other than com* 
mon civilities from any other man after 
marriage, than the one (he had vowed to 
obey for the remainder of her life. She 
now found that fhe mull have been in 
an error, and that there could be no 
^aroi in the attentions of married men, 
to other females befides their wives, any 
more than for married women to be 
complimented by unmarried men. She 
was glad to find that great people were 
not formal, as Ihe had pidured them in 
her imagination to be. 

Dinner being over, and the defert 
removed, every one began to form 
themfelves into parties^ except Lady 
Mary and her young friends, who were 

C 6 to 



tb depart (br Berkfhire the next fnorn-* 
ing, and declining the (ifiiin^ party, chofc 
to amuPe themfelves in or near the boufc* 
Colonel Harrifon declared fifhtng to be 
a horqd bore. Mrs. Harrifon, whole 
fpirits were quite recovered, declared it 
^lightful amufement. '' Purfue it then, 
for heaven's fake,'' replied her bufband, 
** here is metal more attraftive/* fitting 
down by Emily. " Come then,"- laid 
Mr«. Harrifon, " give me your arm, 
Hornby, I will be of your party.*'—-" If 
you like fifhing, my dears,*' faid Ladjr 
Mary ta Emily and her filler, "you had 
better attend Mrs. Harrifon." They, 
both declared it would be agreeable ip 
them; and the whole party laughed ai 
Harrifon, who was left fitting by I ady 
Mary. Mrs. Hornby propofed an air-* 
ing round the Park in her fociable till 
tea time, to which her Ladyihip ac- 
corded. The, Colonel defired tobehcN 
noured with being their coachman. 

The 



The ladies returned to tea, after » 
very pleafant drive over the Park, and 
were met by the party who bad been 
fifliing on the Lake. Tbey fpent a very 
agreeable evening together, when Lady 
Auriol requefted that Mrs^ Hornby 
w^Quld make her a vifit at Park Plaee^ a» 
ibon as her prefent friend (hould leave 
the Lodge : this (he promiled^ and fixed 
an early day in the next month for its 
taking place« Colonel and Mrs. Har- 
rifon were included in the invitation^ as 
Mrs. Harrifon was related to the Auriol 
family, and the Colonel to Mr. Hornby* 
Lord Auriol requefted that his mother 
would not infift on his going to £a(ham 
Vale on the next morning, but allow him 
to ftay at the Lodge until the races were 
pafled : to which requeft (he refufed her 
compliance, afluring him that fhe had 
ordered a chaife-and^four to be at Mr. 
Hornby's at eight the next morning, and 
that {he would not quit the place until 
flie had feen him begin his journey. — 

His 
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His Lordfhip well knew that all remoti- 
ftrance was rncffeftual, and therefoit 
yielded with the beft grace. 

Lord Auriol fcarcely noticed . the 
daughters of Dr. MoncrieF; he had con- 
ceived a diflike towards the authority of 
the father, and could not help being 
difpleafed with what put him in mind of 
an unpleafant fubjeft. However, when 
they were about to feparate for the 
evening, he condefcended to a(k Sarah 
if he fhould have the pleafure to receive 
any letter from her to carry to Eafham, 
^o enfure him a welcome, Sarah re- 
turned him thanks, and faid that fhe 
would write a line to her father, fince 
be was fo good as to aflc it : but afTured 
him his welcome was certain, without 
any interference of hers. Emily felt her- 
felf offended at his Lordfhip, > who had 
never addreffed a word to her fince fhc 
had been introduced to him. " Sifter,** 
faid fhe^ **if ;^'ou will give me leave, 1 wiH 
write a line and enclofc it in your letter, 

as 
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as I (hould be anwilling to troubie his 
LordQiip/' I faid^ Colonel Harrifon 
will be the bearer of your letter, if 
Auriol thinks it any trouble. His Lord- 
(hip Apologized for his being fo remifs 
z$ not to have offered his iervice to her^ 
as well as her fitter. The ladies retired, 
as did Lady Mary^ in order ta write a 
few lines to Dr. Moncrief, by her fon. 
They then took leaVe of aH the com- 
pany, as they determined to proceed on 
their way to Berkfhire^ as foon as Lord 
Auriol was gone. 

At half after feven they met in the 
breakfaft parlour. Whilit Sarah made 
the tea, Lady Auriol took her fon afide, 
and again cautioned him againft giving 
way to bis paffions : a caution that was 
too often neceOary. She alio prayed 
bim to attend to Dr. Moncrief^ who 
was fo well calculated td dire£k him in 
the path he ought to purfue, and from 
which if he deviated, he would incur her 
eternal difpleafure. She faid alfo^ that 

file 
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Ihe would endeavour to forget former 
imprudencieS) > if he fhewed figns of 
amendment. She told him^ that he would 
find the 0o£lor an amaiable man^ not 
the leafttindure of aufterity or pedantry 
in his manners or appearance. She 
warned him againfl any levity of conduA 
that might give the Do6lor any caufe of 
offence,, a& any complaint preferred by 
him, wqyl^ ferioufly be confidered by 
her. as difobedience to berfelf. With 
tfaefe and other admonitions of the tike 
nature, (he bade his Lordibip farewell, 
who f^^emed glad when tlie chaife drew 
np. He received the .letters from MiCi 
Moncriefs with a bow, and then ftepping 
into the carriage, he faid to his fervant^ 
♦' Tell them to drive to fchool as faft as 
poffible.'* Lady Auriol fighed as they 
went off, and then ordered her own car- 
Riage: round, » iota which they ftepped, 
leaving compliments to the family with 
{be bo>uiekeeper« - ^ 

CHAPTER 
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^S the carriage turned round a fhwtp 
Angle in the road, Lady Auriol pointed 
out to ber young friends the place of her 
refidence* It ttood on an eminence^ 
and commanded a delightful view of 
the furrounding country. The houfe^ 
though a modern one» was built /ather 
in the gothic ftyle, wbkh threw over its^ 
appearance an air of grandeur. ** Oh! 
it is a delightful fpot/* exclaimed Emily„ 
^* I wifh we were there/* — "It is. 
charming, indeed/* replied Sarah.-~ 
** Whofe houfe is that with a white front 
juft behind your Ladyftiip's ?"-—*• It i& 

not 
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not fo near« as you imagine/* faid Lady 
Auriol, " it belongs to Mr. Afton, the 
old gentleman whom you met at Mr. 
Hornby's/*— *• Oh i I donn like him,"^ 
faid Emily, •* he looked fo crofs." Lady 
Auriol aflured her that he was much 
cfteemed by all who had the^plcafure of 
his acquaintance, and that his daughter 
was one of the beft young women fbe 
knew. — '* Oh ! then I will forgive him 
for being crofs^ if he has a daughter thait 
U amiable,*' replied Emily. Her Lady- 
ihip fmiled, and the carriage entered the 
Park, which had the appearance of a 
well cultivated garden. 

** Here, my dears, I hope yoa 
will Ipend many happy days, but yon 
muft be particularly obfervant of my 
rules: foj: I am a very great cconomift 
of time, and contrive out of the twenty* 
four, to have very few vacant hoursw 
They both aflured her, that they would 
endeavour to attend to whatever (he 
wiibed*'* Emily was mod anxious 

to 
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to get into the boufe^ that (he might 
fee what fort of a being Mifs AurioV 
was^ and whether (he would be a fit 
companion for her. At length they 
arrived, and were received by the 
hoafekeeper, who/ upon her Ladyfbip's-* 
enquiring after her neice, inforroed 
her, that fhe was gone through the Park 
by way of the Ihrubbery, in order ta 
have the pleafure of meeting them. 
"And herefhe is returning/* faid Mrs^. 
Adams. When the door opened, Mif* 
Auriol entered, and as ihe advanced 
towards her Aunt, Emily fighed; for 
this young lady had by no means a 
prepoffeffing appearance. She was un- 
commonly tall, had a pale, fallow com-^ 
plexion, atid had a ftK>ft difagreeable: 
turn with her eyes, that made it diffi- 
cult to know when (he was looking at 
you. She expreffed great pleafure at 
feeing Lady Auriol: but, when intro* 
duced to the Mifs Moncriefs, made only 
a (light curtfey, which (hewed them tha( 

they 
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they were by no, toeans welcome gueftp 
to the young hdy. 

After they had fat a little. Lady Mary 
afked Sarah» whether (he woukl not with 
to fee the hottfe> an<J the chamber in- 
tended for berfelf and fifter. *' I an¥ 
not to be renioved out of mine, I hope,**^ 
faid Mifs^ Auriol in a moft iU-natured 
tone. ** Oh ! no/* replied her Aunt» 
^, Mifs Moncriefs are to be lodged ia 
the blue room, next to my chambee.'^ 
Here Mifs ftretqhed up her crane neck> 
and gave her head a (ofs, by rK) meant 
becoming. She took an^ opportunity^ 
foon after of leaving the room^. as did 
the Moncriefs alfo, to change their drefa 
and fee the houfe, as her I»ady(hip had 
given them leave. After this, Mrs*. 
Allen was again fummoned to her la*-. 
dy,. when orders were given, that thefe 
young ladiet (hould be treated with 
equal refpe6); as Mifa Auriol ; and 
ker Lady (hip appointed a footman %<> 
attend them, whilil they Ihould ftay at 

Park 
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Park Wacc : on hc'aring of which, Mift 
Auriol ^as taken To ill with the head« 
ach, that {he coiiM not appear at din* 
ncr time. As foon as Emily and Sa^ 
Tah had got into a room alone, Emily 
cried out, *^ Well, here -we arc, how do 
you like grandeur?" — '^ Not at all,*' re- 
plied Sarah, «* every thing fecms artifi- 
cial, nothing natural/' — " Well, I think, 
I like it very well," faid her fitter, "only 
I do Wiih, that Mtfs did not fquint. I am 
fore (he is angry with us for coming; I 
wifti (he would take her lordly coufin 
back if (he is crofs at his going away.'* 
•« I wife toa,*' fard Sarah, "'that I was 
in our own dear little parlour, at dinner 
with my father; for itis juft now his 
dinner time," looking at her watch. 
'' Or rather," faid Emily, ^* I wi(h he 
was here to dine with us, and (hew us 
the beauties of this charming place : 1 
Ihall not be' cafy until I have explored 
them all. Lady Auriol to be fure is a 
little ftiff and formal^ though (he ap- 
pears 
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jpears very good. Our father (a^id'tbilt 
Jhe was (b, atvd he knows her charaQc|S» 
A fervant now knocked at the x:hamber 
4oor^ and faid, that fhe came by her 
Lady's orders to attend on thenu 
£mily was going to refufe her fer^ 
vices, fiut Sarah faid^ it would be 
improper* So the young woman aC* 
filled them in unpacking their cloaths^ 
and putting them in drawers. " Have 
you lived long here/* laCked Emily. 
** Two years and a half/* anfwered the 
girl : 'M am the youngeft fervant in the 
family.** — '* It is a fweet place,** faid 
Emily. — ^^ Docs Mifs Auriol walk 
much.** — " Not very much/* aofwered 
Hannah (the tiame of the young wo* 
man), " (he is afraid of being run away 
with, fo (he only walks in the Park.** 
The girl faid this with a fmile, which 
(hewed that Mifs Auriol was not in her 
good graces. Sarah frowned at, her 
fitter, who would otherwife have en<- 
deavourcd to enter more into the cha- 

rafter 
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nder of the young lady, with whom 
fhe was to fpend much of her time. 
When Hannah was gone, Mifs Mon- 
cricf affured Emily, that fhc afted very 
imprudently* Nothing was more im* 
proper dian quedioning fervants as to 
their fuperiors, as it frequently induced 
them to make falfe reprefentations« 
Lady Mary Auriol had been left a 
widow BOW three years ; the eftate of 
the late Lord, which was nearly ten 
thoufand per annum, had defcended 
to the prefent pofleflbr, unincumbered. 
Her Ladyihip was left fole guardian of 
her foD, and, beGdes a conGdrable join- 
lttre» was to remain in the ManGon- 
Houfe, and have the management of 
the eftates until the minority of his 
Lordfhip was expired. He was now 
in his fevcnteeth yean Until the 
death of his father, he had been kept 
at Eaton School, Gnce which period. 
Lady Mary, who doted on her hufband, 
could not bear to loofe the company 

of 
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of his foD^ bad therefore intended ttf 
have him educated at home^ atid for 
that purpofej bad, through inquiries 
amongft her numerous friends, pro* 
cared a proper perfon, as (he then 
thought, no in(lru6i him; as Lady Au« 
riol well knew that Mr. Moncrief could 

j 

not leave/ his prefent living, to refide 
with her. However, her Ladyfhip 
Coon found the inutility of this deter^ 
mination, as his Lord (hip under fom^ 
pretence or other, always evaded at- 
tending to his ftudies. This, with fome 
other circumftances, determined her to 
take the ftep (be had juft done, rnplac« 
ing him wliere fhe had a firm reliance 
on the gentleman who undertook the 
charge. 

Mifs Auriol was the orphan daugh-i* 
te^ of a younger brother of the late 
Lord*s. Lady Mary, on the death of 
her mother, had taken home, and al- 
ways treated her with the refpeft due 
to her rdationfliip to the family, though 

her 
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Ttercwn temper fometimes, rendered this 
'rather a difficult tafk. Lady Mary had 
determined againft marrying a fccond 
time, though Ihe was by no means on 
the decline, as to perfonal beauty. Her 
houfe was the rcfort of the young and 
gay ; and, though lively. Lady Auriol 
by no means tolerated that fpirit of 
unprincipled diffipation, fo prevalent 
in the prefent day. She had invited 
a large party to her houfe, in order to 
fliew Emily and her filler, as Ihe faid, a 
little of the world, before flie intro- 
duced thenri in the great metropolis, 
to which place flie intended going about 
the end of autumn. This declaration 
occupied much of Emily's thoughts, 
whilft Sarah contemplated it as a cir- 
cumftance that was to happen, but from 
which {he did not expeft to derive any 
great (hare of happinefs. In (hort, the^ 
difpofition of thefe fifters was in many 
circumftances very unlike each other, 
though in one they were the fame.. 
Vol. I. D Ihey 



50 EMILY DUNDORNfi. 

They both poffefled an uncommon Chare 
of fenfibility, and hearts devoid of all 
guile. Sarah's difpofition -was much 
inclined to gravity. She did not form 
her opinion on the firft view of ob- 
je61s, but weighed the advantages and 
difadvantage before (he decided on the 
propriety of any ftep ; and was, gene- 
rally inclined to doubt, where the cir- 
cumftance admitted of any. When (he 
was fixed in any opinion, it was not 
cafily removed. Emily *s mind was 
more volatile, and taught its objeft 
the inftant it was perceptible ; this was 
given up for the next novelty, which 
was feized with equal avidity.. She 
was inclined to believe whatever was 
related with the air of truth, and 
was without that neceflfary ingredient 
in the females charafter, doubt, which 
her fitter poffefled fometimes in an 
improper degree. They had been bred 
up together, and had a fincere af* 
feftion for each other. Thus was Sa- 
rah's 
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rah's gravity oF ufe, in curbing the 
ardour of Emily. Mr. Moncrief had 
taken particular pains to cultivate their 
ininds^ and had endeavoured to root out 
vanity, which at a very early period, had 
difplayed itfelf in the mind of Emily : 
humility > he aflured her, was a woman's 
{harped arrow, when aiitied at the hearts 
of the male fex. Nothing was fo de- 
teftable as a felf-created beauty ; and, 
{he, who took the moft pains to at- 
traft attention, was generally the laft 
who received it. It was feldom that 
he had occafion for thefe little leflbns, 
but their novelty rendered them the 
more impreffive. Mr. Moncrief had 
always correfponded with Lady Mary, 
but he had very feldom mentioned her 
name ; fearing that the name of fo great 
a lady, often repeated, might lead them 
to expeft the honour they had now re- 
rcceived, and fo take their attention 
from more ufeful ftudies. Sarah was 
eighteen, and Emily feventeen, when 

D 2 they 
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they left Eafham to enter into the great 
world, as it is called, under the aiifpi- 
ces of Lady Mary Auriol ;' their hearts 
innocent, fpirits light, and the world 
opening in pleaGng perfpeftivc before 
them, ' ^i 



CHA?. 



/ . 



BMILY DUNDORNE. 53 



CHAPTER IV. 



}^E left our young travellers making 
fome little alteration in their drefs^ in 
order to appear at the fummons of the 
dinner bell. Emily made the addition 
of a white ribband, which flie tied round 
her head, as (he faw that this was the 
fafliion, though before flie had let a pro- 
fufion of beautiful auburn hair be her 
only ornament. 

This, with a plain white round gown, 
was the drefs of both the fitters. Sarah 
having worn a blue ribband to pleafe her 
fifter. Lady Mary made an apology for 
her niece; who, {he faid, was often af- 

D 3 feaed 
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fcfted with a head-ache. Dinner pafled 
in the ufual way; after which, the young 
ladies faid, that with permiffion they 
would ftroU round the grounds. This> 
Lady Mary faid, fhe was juft going to 
recommend to them, that fhe would 
accompany them, but that (he was ex- 
pefting a call froip Doftor Siblcjr, the 
family apothecary. He is a very droll 
man, he will be here before you return^ 
and then I will introduce you both. 
They immediately entered the garden^ 
through two folding doors of glafs which 
feparated the parlour, in which they had 
dined. From a beautiful grcen-houfe, 
in which were a greaf number of beauti- 
ful and fcarce plants, on one fide of the 
flirubbery ran a beautiful rivulet, which 
took a ferpentine courfe, and loft itfelf 
behind a beautiful temple, at the ex- 
tremity of the pleafure ground. Emily 
walked both herfelf and fifter almofl: 
breathlefs, until fte gained this build- 
ing; and then exclaimed, " here, will 

I live 
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I Jive and die f'— '* That would indeed 
be ^ pity/* roared forth a tremendous 
¥oice^ that Teemed to come from under 
the building. << Oh! gracious!*' faid 
£maly^ ^'fitter, let us run back: what 
can that bc?'^ Sarah was furprifed^ but 
began to confider what it might bc» or 
wfacrt the voice could come from. She 
immediately went out of the temple, and 
began to caft her eyes around. Emily 
jDiacd heT| almoft afraid to fearch for 
the dbjei^ when at lengthy they obferv- 
«d that the temple was fuppdrted by 
pillars, and that underneath was a grotto, 
which led down to the. water: and here 
they obferved fitting a huge athletic 
man, with his wig in his hand, and with 
a bandkefchief mopping his bare head. 
Emily obferved him firft, '^Oh! Sarah, 
what is that,'* cried fhe. "No ghoft I'll 
afiure you ladies,'* cried Do£tor Sibley : 
for it was no other than the family apo* 
thecary, who, as it was a fine evening, 
had walked ovet from the village, and 

D 4 had 
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had come through the fhrubbery as a 
nearer and pleafanter road. The Doc- 
tor put on his wig, and adjufting his 
cravat, at the fame time apologizing for 
the interruption and fright that he had 
put them into, came forth bowing and 
fcraping, «* Indeed ladies,'* faid he, 
*' I don't wonder at your exclamation, 
for certainly this is a charming fpot.**— 
'^ I never was here before," faid Emily, 
" and I w^s fq ftruck, that not knowing 
any one was near me, I ventured to 
fpeak-as I felt at the moment.'* — "Anct 
young lady,*' replied the DoQor, ''that 
is the beft language, when we are able, 
to do fo. I confefs it is not pofliMe al- 
ways to do juftice to thofc fentiments 
excited by a beautiful objeft." — Here 
the Doftor gave the ladies a look, which, 
no doubt, he intended as a note of ad- 
miration: but as it conveyed fo much 
more of the ludicrous, than of the 
lovely, they were both inclined to laugh. 
He then faid, " pray ladies, may I prer 

fume 
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fume to enquire after the health of the 
good Lady Auriol? Is fhe returned from 
her excurvon ? Is Lord Auriol returned 
with her, or left behind?" — ** Her Lady- 
ihipis well a.»d would have walked with 
us, but tliat (lie is waiting the arrival of a 
gentleman by appointment." — "Oh! 
dear, then I muft haften, for I am the per- 
fon honoured with her Ladyfhip's com- 
mands, fo I will hurry on to attend on 
her." With a bow he left the fifters to 
extend their walk and amufe themfelves 
with this, their firft adventure. ** What 
a creature," exclaimed Enrtily," ** I de- 
clare he is frightfully ugly; if he was to 
come into my chamber when I was fick, 
and I had never feen him before, he 
would kill me with bis horrid appear- 
ance."^ Sarah acknowledged that he 
bore no very pleafing form, but that he 
might be a good apothecary, not withftand- 
ingbisappearance. They then prepared a 
fecond time to afcend the fteps of the 
temple; and having gained the windows, 

D 5 enjoyed 
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enjoyed one of the fined landfcapes in 
view that it was poffible to conceive. 
The country before them, for a diftance 
of more than twenty miles, was like a 
garden* The evening fun bad thrown 
an additional richnefs over the fcene 
that rendered it almoft roatchlefs. The 
ladies fat down and filently contem^ 
plated the beauties that furrounded 
them. All was fltU and ferene, except 
that now and then the ftillnefs was inter- 
rupted by 'the tinkling of a flieep-bell^ 
or the lowing of the diftant herds. '* I 
fliall fpend many tranquil hours on this 
fpot,*' faid Sarah, *' I love folitude, 
and this is delightful.** — "Well,** replied 
Emily, " fo do I, fometimes ; but 
neverthelefs, I am looking about for 
company. I am trying if I can fee any 
houfe near us, that may contain fome 
good fociahlc people ; for though I love 
rural obje£is, I like fometimes to con- 
template the human face divine, as my 
fathercalhit. '• I wonder/' faid Sarah, 
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*y how Lord Auriol likes Eafliam, k 
muft appear very fimple after all this 
grandeur. Oar dear little houfe is in 
Qpnipariron biu like a clofet to Park 
Place/' — " Whai a buftlc Rachek 
would be in/* cried Emily, " vhen the 
chaife brought his Lordfhip. She daJFcs* 
not (cold him as flie ufed to do us, if 
we came in with wet (hoes.** The con-. 
temptation of Rachel's buftle amufed 
them greatly. They went from the 
upper part of the temple to examine 
the grotto beneath, which was deco^ 
rated with beautiful (hells and fpars^ 
and which led under a fort of covered 
way to the rivulet, at the (ide of which 
was a neat little cold-bath, which was 
kept continually filled by a fpring thaft 
fell into the large bafon lined with beau- 
tifully white Dutch tilesj. The [water 
was fo tranfparent, that the (mallefl pin 
might be difcerned from the bottom. 
This they admired much„ and Emily 
lame;nted that (he did not play upon any 

D 6 mufical 
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muiical inftrument; .when, as by en- 
chantment, the found of a diftant flute 
broke upon her ear. ** How charming! 
how delightful!" they both cried out. 
^^ Where does it come from?'* — ** Til run 
up to the temple and fee," faid Emily, 
•* and was there in a minute. She ex- 
amined every fpot around, and tho* the 
found dill continued to charm her, the 
objeft that excited her wonder, was not 
to be feen." She was now joined by 
her lifter. " I have been trying all I 
can," faid Emily, "to find this Stre- 
phonout; but I cannot fee him, though 
he is ju ft. under thM hill piping away; 
If it (hould be the ugly apothecary amu- 
fing himfelf ' on his way home again. 
Well, a good walk to him, if it is," and 
flie drew down the fafb, when they pre- 
pared to return to the houfe. Lady 
Mary, attended by Doftor Sibley and 
Mifs Auriol, were waiting tea. " Well, 
I need not introduce you as I promi- 
fed," faid Lady Auriol, " for Doftor 

Sibley 
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Sibley has been telling us how he fright- 
ened you.'* — " Your Ladylhip has for- 
gotten to inform the ladies at the fame 
time how much I was charmed alfo/* 
replied the Doftor, grinning as ufual. 
" And we have been charmed alfo,'* 
faid Emily. This extended the Doftor's 
grin, and he bowed fo low, as to loofe 
his unfortunate wig, which fell at Emily's 
feet. This caufed fome confufion to 
the poor man, and amufement to the 
ladies. " Pray,*' faid her Ladyfhip, 
** inform us what has charmed you.** 
She then related that it was the found of 
the flute, that came fo inftantly to her 
wiOi, faying at the fame time, that it 
was an invifible objeft which had enter- 
tained her. Mifs Auriol replied, that 
her admiration would inftantly ceafe, 
when the objeft appeared; for that he 
bore the appearance of a ghoft, more 
than an earthly being. " Pray,** Doc- 
tor Sibley, what is his coinplaint?** faid 
fhe, " Why, really madam, I cannot 

inform 
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inform you: this young gentleman has 
not thought fit to confult me." — " That 
IS rather wonderful/* replied Mifi* Au- 
riol, ** why, if we have but the head- 
ache, you are the firft perfon informed 
of it." — ^** That isperfeftly right,ma dam, 
how fliould you ever get rid of that, or 
any other complaint, without confuhing 
the faculty? What do we medical men 
fpend fo much money, and what is more 
precious, fo much time for, if-it did not 
give u^ knowledge and {kill to relieve 
the fufferings of others? However, if 
this young man chufes to fuffer, and is 
too-felf fufiicient to a(k relief, it is no 
bufinefs of ours; we are not to obtrude 
advice when it is not defired.'*-— " Per* 
haps,'* faid Sarah, *^ the young mto 

maynotbeinctrcumftaticestoadmitoftbe 
application/' — ^** Very true, my love,**^ 
faid Lady Auriol, " that, indeed, may 
be the cafe.*'—*' If I really thought fo,'' 
faid Do£lor Sibley, " I would flip in at 

dame 
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dame Morris's, and by way of afking 
how (he and her family were, I nnight 
fee the young man; or if not, afk a \iu 
tie about him.*'—" Ob! do fir/' faid 
Emify, " that would be good indeed of 
you/*—** And (hall I tell him that bis 
flute has interefted a fJir lady fo much, 
that (he wifhes to fee him himfelf? "We 
will leave that to your own difcretion,*' 
faid Lady Auriol.- Emily blufhed, but 
did not reply. The Doftor foon after 
took his leave, and, on being afked 
what (he thought of him, declared, that 
though very ugly, he might be a good 
kind of man. 

Lady Auriol propofed that they 
fhould go to the next market town, in 
order to make fome necelTary purchafes, 
as (he expefted a good deal of company 
at Park Place; and as Mifs Moncriefs 
were not aware of this, they might be 
unprovided* Mifs Auriol regarded all 
this attention^ in her Aunt with an eye of 

envy. 
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envy, and determined, if poflible, to 
undermine thefe new guells and rivals in 
the opinion of Lady Auriol, who. Ihe 
had found yield up; her own to her 
neiccs' better judgement on many trivial 
occafions, fuch as the difcharge of fer- 
vants for offences alledgcd by the young 
lady. When they retired to reft, the 
fitters were at a jofs to know what they 
were to buy, or indeed what was expeft- 
ed that they (hould add to their ward- 
robe; well knowing, that their purfe did 
not warrant them to be guilty of any 
extravagance. Emily adyifed that they 
fliould lay out their money at the milli- 
ner's, whilft Sarah thought that they had 
beft try to make additions to, and new 
model thq clothes they had brought with 
them. . *' Lord ! After, what can be 
done to thefe old frumpifli things to 
make them look fafliionable. Why, did 
not you obferve, for I am fure I did, 
that we looked as if we bad juft con;ie 

out 
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out of Noah's Ark, to the ladies at Mrs. 
Hornby's; I am fure I faw them titter 
at us, and I would rather, well as I like 
company, fit in my own room alone all 
the while they are here> than appear in 
thefe ill-fhaped clothes." — *' You are 
grown wonderfully fafbionable, all at 
once,** replied Sarah, "it is not a week 
Cnce you thought yourfelf quite unri- 
valled in that point." — *' Bccaufe then I 
knew no better, I had never feen any 
one befides the dull people of Eafham^ 
who knew no more of what is doing in 
the world, I can perceive, than that fly 
crawling on my cap on the table/' — 
" Well, then, to pleafe you, I will give 
you my purfe, and buy what you like." 
At the fame time Sarah tofled it into 
Emily's lap, which aQ: of hoftility caufed 
her to burft into tears: thefe Sarah 
could not withftand, fhe took her filler's 
hand,, kiflcd her, and replaced the green 
filk purfe in her pocket, faying, " never 

mind. 
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mind, we fhall fee when we go to the 
town, how we can lay our mite out to 
the beft advantage/* They then retired 
to reft in the ifioft perfeft harmony of 
temper and ipiriti. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 
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On the morning that they were te 
make their purchafes^ Lady Anriol fent 
a fervant to defire that they would call 
in at her dreCBng room, in their way to 
the breakfaft parlour. This fummons 
they haftened to anfwer. When her 
Ladyfliip faw them, fhe faid, *' Well, 
have you confulted together about the 
additions to be made to the drefs?'* 
This queftion caufed a blufh upon 
Emily's cheek, as flic remembered the 
little altercation that had pafTed be* 
twcen herfelf and fitter on this impor- 
tant head. This bluOi Lady Auriol at- 
tributed 
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tributcd to a very different caufe from 
that it really proceeded from ; and gueff- 
ing that the good Do£lor had not fup- 
plied their purfes fo aijiply as their 
wifties, fhe prefented each of them with a 
twenty pound note, faying, •* no thanks, 
only you mud allow me to dire6t you 
in your choice of ornaments : and 
now for breakfaft, it is almoft eight 
o'clock, and I intend to fet out at 
nine.'* ' 

Mifs Auriol needed no fuch fupply 
as the Moncriefs, as fhe had the intereft 
of her own fortune paid regularlyevery. 
quarter, befides frequent prefents from 
her Aunt. However, as fhe might not 
in this inflance, think that fhe was pafled 
over. Lady Auriol had fent to requeft 
them to call at her dreffing roQm, in or- 
der to avoid what fhe feared might dc- 
ftroy the harmony amongfl her young 
friends : Jealoufy, that enemy to all fo- 
cial happinefs, fhe wifhed to exclude 
from her dwelling. Emily could not 

eat 



EMILY DUNDORNE* 69 

cat any breakfaft, fo much was her 
mind occupied by the fmaU bit of filver 
paper contained within her pocket- 
bbok. If flie had bought all the ar- 
ticles that paffed in quick fucceffion on 
her mind^ thrice the fum that fhe was 
miftrefs of would not have beenfufBcient. 
She thought that the horfes went un- 
commonly flow, and wiflied that fhe 
durft give the coachman a twitch by his 
toat, in order to entreat him to quicken 
his pace; but no fuch thing durft flie 
take the liberty of doing, but was oblig- 
ed to fit ftill until they reached a 
fliop that feemed to contain a little of 
every thing. " Now my dears, ftep in, 
and Mrs. Woodley will fliew you the 
country fafhions, and fome of the Lon- 
don ones too.'* The milliner's ffaop, on 
the carriage flopping, was cleared in a 
minute of all fuperfluous vifitorsjand 
they were met at the door by a middle- 
aged woman, who curtfied every other 
ftep ftie advanced. The ladies were 

ftiewn 
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fhewn into an inner parlour. " Thefe 
young women want to fee fome flight 
farcenets for dreffes/* faid Lady AurioU 
Some of different colours were dirc&ly 
produced ; and a round gown of garter, 
and ariotber of (ky-blue were chofen by 
the Mifs Moncriefs. Her Ladyfliip ad*, 
vifed them to take a white filk one for 
drefs, which they alfo ordered to be 
made in the prefent fafhion^ as Mrs. 
Woodley added mantua*maker to thjit 
of milliner to the board over her door* 
She begged to have the honour of (hew- 
ing them a drefs belonging to Lady Die 
Dayrell, who was juft come from Lon- 
don ; and as (he had only been married 
one month, hers muft be the neweft fa- 
ftiion. She told Mrs. Woodley, that 
her cloaths were all made atDawfon's^ in 
Pall Mall, her Royal Highnefles* Fancy- 
Drefs Maker. It was a white farcenet 
drefs, the body and fleeves covered with 
a net of green bugles, as was the bot- 
tom of the drefs half a quarter deep. 

The 
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The petticoat was ftriped with a bugle 
net. Emily flood wrapt in admiration 
and amazement/ having never feen any 
other than plain muflin drefles. When 
fhe was afked how fhe would like her 
gown trimmed, (he caft a longing look 
at Lady Die*s drefs, and (ighing, faid, 
** (he did not know as Lady Auriol ; 
thought proper." ^ Here Mifs Auriol 
broke forth in an ill-natured laugh, fay- 
ing, " Why, Mifs Emily, you don't want 
to imitate Lady DayrelPs extravaganzas, 
do you ?" — ** No, certainly," replied 
(he, " but it is vaftly delightful to fee 
fuch things." — ** Well, really, I can 
never be delighted with fuch gew-gaw 
finery." — ** Well, but my dear," faid 
Lady Auriol, **you have forgotten 
that Mifs Moncriefs are new to fuch 
(ights as thefe ; I can remember, when 
you were as pleafed as they are now 
with this drefs, at feeing me drefled 
for court." — " I muft have been a filly 
being then," replied Mifs Auriol. 

Emily 
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Emily thanked her in her heart for 
this compliment, which a return of 
nothing but her near relationfliip to 
Lady Auriol prevented. After turn- 
ing half the (hop upGde down, they 
called for the bill, and found the 
green purfes lightened of their bur- 
den. Emily had now only a five pound 
note and two guineas ; and Sarah, who 
had been more frugal, retained exaflly 
ten pounds. Lady Auriol afkcd her 
neice if none of the finery tempted her, 
as (he had only afked for knotting thread 
and differet coloured worfli^ds for car- 
pet work. This fafiiionable employ- 
ment, had not as yet crept into the 
country, fo unfortunately Mrs. Wood-r 
ley could not fupply the demand. Mifs 
Auriol was prevailed on by her Aunt, 
to ajccept from her a drefs exaQly fimi- 
lar to Lady Dayrell's gew-gaw one, 
which, when it was likely to become 
her own, fhe thought rather elegant ; 
and ftie fancied green would become 

her 



her complexion^ about which flic was 
a long tim^' confulting the milliner and 
-her young woman^ who all declared, 
that green was the very colour to 
be worn by a lady remarkably fairt 
now Mifs Auriol was remarkably fallow. 
However, right or wrong, this gown put 
the young lady into a tolerable good 
bumour. They now began to talk of 
a vifit to Lady Dayrell, as Lady Au- 
riol was intimate with the family in Sir 
John's mother^s life-time; and it was 
now proper to renew the acquaintance 
with Milton Caftle. With' Lady Die 
ftie was unacquainted, except by cha- 
raQer. She was one of thofe dafliing fe- 
males, whofe only aim is notoriety, and 
whofe fole pleafure is being wondered 
at, and being laughed at as an oddity. 
Sir John was a nonchalance kind of be- 
ing, whoaffented to every one*s opinion, 
becaufe he was too indolent to contra- 
dift them; but who always maintained 
his own upon any material point which 
Vol. L E concerned 
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concerned himfelf. How Mrs* Wiljbft 
bad contrived to fix him in <a m^rrrkige 
with her daughter, who had been courts 
ed, and been, by newfpaper account, 
on the point of marriage wjth half thfc 
K>wn, Lady Auriol was at a lofs to 
guefs-; however, as it was, it was proper 
to obferve all the forms and ceremo*. 
nies of a good neighbourhood. Mife 
Auriol faid, that (he was forry Milton 
Cattle was fo very . near them, as this 
lady \vould draw a mob. into the coun* 
try after her. 

Emily was delighted at' this piece of 
intelligence; and alfo to hear that the 
Cattle was fo very near them, though 
flie had not been able to difcern the 
flighteft vettige of any building that 
could bear the name of Cattle ; when 
flie explored the diftant fcene from the 
windows of the temple. She now en- 
qifired how far Lady Dayrell lived from 
them? — Why not more than three miles, 
juft behind Holmby Wood, which you 

psdDTed 
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paffed on you left in your way hither. 
This accounted for her ov^rfight, as the 
majeftic trees of Holmby Wood inter- 
cepted her view. Emily having had^ 
as it were a bird's-eye profpecl of fa- 
ihion and her votaries^ ihe liked it To 
well, that fhe longed to be again encir- 
cled by the gay and the giddy ; befides, 
file now wilhed to fhew all the finery 
which (he had juft purchafed, jnot know- 
ing how very infignificant were thofc 
trifles within the . reach of her purfe, 
when put in competition wiih the fplen- 
did wardrobe of a modern fine lady. 
She was totally unacquainted with the 
woild, even through the medium of 
l)opks; for, (he had never read in, any 
which one page related to female drefs. 
The iicwfpapers, it is true, found their 
way to Eafliam; but then, as theirs was 
a weekly country paper, there was none 
of that fafhionable fmall talk and fcandal, 
mixed with an account of the lateft Pa- 
rifian faOiions, that make a part of a 

E 2 morning 
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morning paper, to be found upon the 
breakfaft table in every houfe of note 
around St. James's, St. George's, and, 
in ftiort, all the pariQies within the bills 
of mortality. Sarah fighed not for what 
flie knew fhe would very foon be de- 
prived of. She wifhed it had been her 
father's lot to have enjoyed the advan^ 
tages of fortune, now difplayed hourly 
before her; as fhe conGdered that he 
would have difpenfed them with a libe- 
ral hand, and in a different manner 
from that in which fhe faw they were 
here applied : not that fhe obferved the 
leafl diforder or profufion in the family 
at Park Place, but the converfation 
of every one feemed to give a turn 
of levity to every obje£l prefented. 
She heard of going to London, which, 
if pofTible, fhe determined to avoid, by 
a requeft to Mr. Moncrief to recall her 
before that period fhould arrive. The 
ladies returned home with what pur- 
chafes were not left to be made up, all 

10 
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in good fpirits. The next week was fixed 
for a vifit of etiquette to the caftle, juft 
to leave a card ; as they did not expe6l 
admittance. 

Nothing material happened until this 
vifit to Lady Dayrell. On their approach 
to Milton Caftle, they obferved a party 
of three or four perfons on the lawn be- 
fore the houfe, and on their coming up 
to the porter^s lodge, they were inform- 
ed that Lady Dayrell faw company, 
tady Auriol was now forry that they had 
not been a little better dreffed, as {he 
never expefled to have been admitted : 
however , her diftrefs was foon removed, 
for on a nearer advance, (he perceived 
it was only a family party, and only two 
ladies. One of thefe was in the aft of 
jumping over fome fifhing nets fpread 
on the grafs to dry ; and the other was 
trying to whip an amazing large top, 
Thefe foon attracted Emily's attention; 
(he declared that (he could jump over 
the net much eafier t.han the lady who 

E 3 was 
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was trylrtg. Sir John Dayrell bow ap- 
peared at the door of the carriage^ and» 
after he had paid his refpeQs to her Lady- 
(hip and Mifs Auriol, was introduced to 
Mifs Moncriefs. He faid Lady Day- 
rell would wait on Lady Auriol in- 
ftantly ; that flie was engaged in a five 
guinea-bet with Sir S.ampfon Gillian 
juft now, but that it would be decided 
in a few minutes. Lady Auiiol looked 
at Mifs Auriol in aftoniihou^nt : on hei^ 
alighting, (be faid^ that flie would walk 
towards her Ladyfhip, as it was plea-* 
fenter in the open air than in the hou(e« 
Juft as they reached the fifhing 'nefsi' 
Sir Sampfon was pocketing Lady Die'4 
five guineas. ^* 1 have got the (hiners, 
Dayrell/' faid the knight.—" I give 
you joy/* replied Sir John ; and then 
prcfented Lady Auriol -and her party 
to Lady Dayrell/ who really appeared 
toore like a fury than a woman of fa- 
&ioh ; — (he dabbed a little curtfey at the 
party^ and faid^ that flie -begged Lady 

Auriol 



Aurioi to excufe ber for not receiving 
her in form.--**** But yQU know all form is 
fcouted now/* faid (be : ** Sir John wanted 
IDC OD coming' down to fit in the di:aw-> 
rQoni) like an automaton, to be ftared at 
by all the country round : but I thank 
him for that, not Ij indeed ! what is it to 
i&c what his great grand-mother did. 
No! no I Jackey, none of your ftarchi-, 
^d doings here. — Arn*t I Tight?" faid 
ft^ applying to Mifs Aurioi, who aor^ 
(wQre4» that (he did not doubt but hc^ 
Ladyfbip ftwdied propriety. <^ Oh! not 
I indeed^ I ftudy what pleafes me»'* re^ 
turned (he, ** and Sir San^pfon afiuresr.!^^ 
that every thing is proper that I like ; 
this makes me fo pleafed with him ; only 
be has juft pocketed my money, and I 
am a little angry. O blefs me/* cried 
Ihe, ** I had forgot iny filler,, do fome^ 
body call her hither." This was the 
lady amufing herfclf with whipping a 
top. When fhe came up and was in- 
troduced as Mifs Sabina Wilfon, the 

£4 ladies* 
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ladies began to examine both hers and 
Lady Dayrell's drefs. They had each 
of them on plain lawn frocks with broad 
tucks; and neither of them wore any 
handkerchief: Mifs Wilfon's frock was 
draggled one fide, nearly a quarter of 
a yard deep. Sir John Dayrell, flic 
faid, had puflied her into a ditch and 
occafioned the accident. " You know/* 
replied he, *• that you did it yourfelf, 
by trying to jump over it, andqnly ac- 
complifhed the half way." This, flie 
declared to be a curfed lie, without once 
blufhing : this was tiot the cafe with the 
lady vifitors, for they all felt a glow oil 
their faces, occafioned by the furprifcl 
of a young lady fwearing and giving the 
lie fo indecently. Sarah and her filler 
aftually thought (he muft be deranged or 
filly. She walked up to them, took a 
hand of each, at the fame time, fliook 
them heartily, and faid, fhe was vaftly 
glad to fee them ; and whifpering Emily, 
fhe dragged ber away with her, while 

her 
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her fifter prepared to return to the Caf- 
tle with her guefts. Sir John infilled 
on ordering the horfes to the ftable, fay- 
ing, Lady Dayrell never fuffered any 
one to depart by day-light. Lady Auriol 
fmiled and faid, that certainly betrayed 
a very companionable difpoQtion; bul 
that flic muft be excufed for the prefent; 
L.ady Die declared it was impoflible to 
part with them; and walking to the win- 
dow, beckoped a groom, who was talking 
to the coachman, and faid, '* here, you 
George, fee thofe horfes and coachman 
taken care of, or Til horfe-whip you 
next time I come to the ftables." He 
bowed^ and the carriage was inftantly 
put up. The converfation now turned 
upon the country, and the diveriions 
likely to be amufing during the re- 
mainder of the autumn. Lady Die 
faid^ that, (he was going to endeavour 
to efiablifli a lady- race, in which they 
were to ride their own matches; and 
that if fuch a thing could bb dojie, (he 

£ 5 would 
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would give the firft plate, <* Aye, and 
win it afterwards," replied Sir John. 
" Her Ladyfliip does not win all the 
matches (he makes/' faid Sir Sampfon^ 
looking fignificantly at his purfe, which 
he had twirling about in his hands* 
^ Come along with me, Gililan,** faid 
flie, " and Til eafe you of that burthen 
direftly.'* He took her at her word ;, and 
Lady and Mifs Auriol and Sarah were 
left alone with Sir John, to (ip fome pho* 
colate, that a fervant juft brought in. Be- 
fore they had finiOied, the party return- 
cd, attended by Mifs Wilfon and Emily, 
with Sir Sampfon's purfe in her hand. 
She had won the five guineas by jump- 
ing over the net, and looked as de^ 
lighted as any of the party at her: own 
prowefs. Lady Auriol was for the firft 
time ferioufly angry with Emily* Lady 
Dayrell declared, that (he was quite 
charmed with her new friend, and faid 
(he believed that if fhe ran a horfe-racc 
at the firft lady meeting, fhe would win 

the 



the plate before herfelf, <* Ife, no, 
fbe is not knowing enough yet to di£* 
tance you," faid Sir John, with a fhrug 
of his (boulders. Emily fat down, and 
inftead oB chocolate, joined a party ivho 
bad a tray of cold meat biJought up, and 
'who ai^ually eat a hearty dinner, by 
way of luncheon, as they catted it, fuob 
as would not have difgraced the apj)e- 
tices of hungry pldughm«n. Tbe-lfe- 
Dtvainder of the vifit was condufcled jtfft. 
in the fame ftile as the beginning, Lerdy 
Auriol faw, and was (hofcked at the cori- 
duft of Lady Dayrell; for though fhc 
bad often heard accounts^of theftyle and» 
manner of thefe ladies of high ton, not 
approving of the accounts, fhe had not 
been emulous of an introduQion. ** Poor, 
giddy, thoughtlefs creatur^," cried her 
Lady (hip, as the carnage drove from 
the door, whilft' Lady DayrcU and her- 
fifter were praBiiilig the laft new reel- 
ftep on the lawn, in which they were 
joined by the gentlemen. 

E 6 " How 
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•' How willthefe people ever be able to 
fupport old age? Every refpeftable per- 
fon at this period of their lives will en- 
deavour, as much as form will allow^ to 
Ihun their fociety. They will become 
infupportable to each other when they 
can trifle no longer ; and having made 
no friends in their youth, they will be 
left alone to lament the folly of early 
di0ipation. It is a bad example for 
youth/' Here ihecaft her eyes on Emily, 
who foon found that fhe was going to be* 
taken to tafk. " How could you, my 
dear,*' faid her Lady (hip, "fo far devi- 
ate from propriety, as to exhibit your- 
felf in fo unamiable a light? Surely- 
you did not do this in order to poffefs 
yourfelf of five guineas? (here Emily's! 
face and neck was covered with bluflies.) 
But if it was in order to (hew your 
ftrength and agility, you was again in* 
an error. It is not ftrength or agility 
for which the female fex are admired. . 
Feminine foftnefs is our.beft recommen- 
dation. 
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dation. Nature certainly never meant 
women for contention. Their weaknef^ 
in certain points is their bed ornament/V 
Emily here put her hand in her pocket 
and .pulling out the detefted purfe, for 
Ihe did then deteft it, having been the 
caufe' of Lady Auriol's difpleafure^ 
requefted that her Ladyfhip would have 
•the goodnefs to let it be conveyed to 
thie. gentleman from whom (he had 
received it. " No, my dear/' faid 
fhe, •* keep it now, thefe people do not 
fee the impropriety of ypur condu£t^ a^ 
they fijrft-led you imo it. Believe me, 
I am not angry with you: if 1 exprefs 
myCelf with warmth^ 'it is to warn, you 
againft following fo bad an example.'' 
Emily burft into tears, which, like an 
April Ihower, was foon followed by 
fun-(hine. On their arrival at home, 
^ letter which lay on the table addrefled 
to Mifs Moncrief, and which they well 
knew came from their father, aflifted in 
railing the fpirits of ,both .the fillers.. 

They 
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They took it td their own room, afid dn 
breaking the feal^ found that the Doc- 
tor was welly and that his pupit was alfo 
in good health ; but, that he feared he 
fiiould'hs^ve much trouble to bend the 
twig; fo as to form the tree to his own 
mind: however, his beft efforts fhould 
not be fwanting to render bis Lord^ip 
all that a fond parent could wifti. He 
next enquired after their healthy and 
bade them not forget, among gayer 
fccnes, thpfc leffons that they had learnt 
in graver hours, and which they would 
find neceffary in all ftajions of life; 
above all^ he bade them beware of flat- 
tery,;as too^ often (he certain road to 
deRruftionr. "Not/* faid he, **that 1 
wi(h you to entertain, too niean an opU 
nion of yourfclvefe, for that again, car- 
ried to excefs, leads to the fame path. 
Whilft you continue virtuous and godd, 
yoa are equal to the higheft ratikiti the 
eyes of your Creator; but,, if you devi« 
ate from virtue, yoa ai[e below the 

meanefl 
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m^alieft of his creatures. Your princU 
pleSy I thank God^ are good, but be^ 
ware that they are not perverted by ex- 
ample. The good lady who has taken 
care of you, is, I well know, an exam-^ 
pic of every grace and virtue, and, whilft 
you bear her inftru&ions in your mind, 
you cannot err." His letter was con- 
tinued to fomeL length in the fame drain. 
It made a more than ordinary impreflion 
on Emily's mind» becaufe fhe had juft 
then, though unintentionally deviated 
from L^dy Auriol's example*— ^"J wiflv 
Sarah, I knew what to do with this abo* 
noinable nafty purfc; I have a good 
mind to throw itoutof.thewindow:V ftyir 
tng fo, fhe arofe from her feat, Sarat 
cxpoftalated on the folly, of ihis pro^r 
cceding, and advifed her to keep it until 
fome objeQ; prefcnted itfelf worthy of 
the donation. This advice fhe deter*- 
mined to adopt; £he went down to fup- 
per iin a better humour with bejrfelf^ 

than 
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ihan (he had been in fince fhe had incuif- 
red the dilpleafure of Lady AurioK 
Mifs Auriol feemed alfo to endeavour 
to appear more condefcending than 
ufaal; it was only an endeavour, for 
the natural hauteur of her difpofition 
did not for more than a minute allow of 
any alteration. 

The converfation after fupper was 
lively and cheerful, in which, as might 
ijaturally be expecfled, Lady Auriol 
took the lead: it was fuch as refults from 
a well-cultivated mind, and a difpofition* 
to render every one happy within its 
vicinity. They retired early, it being 
a (landing rule in this family for the 
heads of it to retire before twelve o*clock» 
as they confidered late hours at night 
an enemy to early rifing in the morning. 
However, they did not conflrain their 
vifitors to obferve the fame rules. Her 
Ladylhip faid, that fhe had more than 
once had occafion to obferve the force 

of 
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of example, even on diffipated people, 
and faidy laughing, that (he had, on 
thefe occafions, fancied that her reft 
had been better, when fhe had drawn 
thefe people into doing their con(li(u« 
tionsjufticc. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The next day was fpent by Emily 
and her filler in admiring the Park and 
garden through which they ftrolled^ 
whilft Lady Auriol was employed in 
giving fome neceffary direQions to her 
houfekeepcr. Mifs Auriol declined ac- 
companying them, having letters to 
write. At this excufe they were not at 
all forry. 

After having explored all the beauties 
of Park- place, they ventured to open 
the Park-gate and ftroll into the road, 
in order to find out if there were any- 
pleafant walks near. '* Oh !" faid Sarah, 

«* let 



•* let US walk towards the church ; it • 
puts me in mind of dear Eafliam^ and 
the Parfonage.'* — ^«WeH/' cried Emily^ 
** I am fure I love my failier, but I' 
doai't want to go towards the churchy ^ 
to be put i n mind of the old Parfonage* 
I am fure it was dull enough: you< 
might fit and work your fingers to the. 
bone before you could fee any thing 
wrorth your attention.*' — " And pray, 
flflcr,'* replied Sarah, *• what do yoti' 
find here fo interefting as to detach/ 
yiHir mind from home, to which place ^ 
mine reverts with ten-fold pleafure,« 
Js it the (tiff conflrained .manners ofi 
Mifs Auriol who looks upon us as inter-. 
Ibpers,' c(^e to {hare the favoar of her' 
Aunt? Or is it the grandeur of all 
around you, no part of which belongs 
to us?** — **I don't know whatit is; but, 
altogether, here is more to employ the 
fenfes; no monotonous fcene, forever 
duH and melancholy : the people here 
ieem all alive, whilft' the good ibtks 

at 
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at Eafbam were half adeep and half 
awake. I am fure Emily that you never 
met with fo fevere a mortification at the 
dull village you have been defcribing, 
as you did yefterday."— " Ohf true/* 
faid Emily, •* don't mention^ that cir- 
cumftance.'* — Juft as ftie had faid this^ 
at a turning in the lane they met the 
young man Mifs Auriol had defcribed 
to them> as the one who charmed Emily 
with his flute; and who, ihe faid, bore 
the appearance of a ghoil more than aiv 
earthly being. This wa^lndeed true 
for his form was truly aerial; be touched 
his hat as he pafled them, without (a 
much as lifting his eyes to their faces. 
** There he is fitter,'' faid Emily; ** what 
can be the matter with him? I wifli that 
we had met him a little farther up, be-^ 
fore we came to thi& turning. 1 wonder 
if he lives near this? Can you recoUeft 
the name of the woman?" DoSor Sib- 

ky faid, " that he lived with J"^ 

•* No/' (aid Sarah, '' and if I could,, it 

would 
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would notbeproperfor US to go inquiring 
about a man we never faw before, and 
vtho, perhaps, would think us very im- 
pertinent."—** Well then/* faid Emily, 
•* let us turn back, and then,'as he can- 
not walk faft, we may overtake him, 
when I will a(k the neareil way back to 
Park place, which, a^ we are ftrangers, 
will not appear improper." 

After wailing a few moments in de- 
bate, they determined on returning, and 
very foon perceived the young man, who 
had walked before them, crofs a ftyle 
into the fields. *' We can get home 
that way,*' cried Emily, and fo they 
purfued their walk in the fame direQion, 
" I wonder if he be poor? If he were, I 
would give him the horrid purfe, and 
be glad to get rid of it. His drefs looks 
rather genteel, though not of the beft 
kind.'*—" His drefs,'' faid Sarah, '' is of 
very little confequence to him, for the 
grave will very foon hide him from all 
obfervers/' As they advanced in tl^e 

fame 
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famie path, the young man ftepped afidc, 
ill order to let them pafs. Emily then 
accofted him, begging the favour that 
he would direS them the beft way home. 
He was reading a imall bocik of poetry, 
and raifing his head, he apologized for 
not attending to Emily's firft quellion ; 
,for fhe had to make the requeft twice. 
He faid, that he was walking as far as 
the entrance into the flirubbery; and 
with the permiffionof the ladies, would 
fhew them the beft road. This offer 
they readily accepted ; and he put his 
book into his ppcket. ** I am forry,*' 
faid Sarah, ** that we fhould detach 
you from your ftudie^." — *^ You are 
very obliging. Madam, but I was-enly 
reading for amufement my favourite* 
Thomf6n; he is my only companion 
in thefe fequeftered walks, where I en- 
deavour to forget the bufy world, and 
converfe only with nature and with na- 
ture's God." ' *' But you fhould not 
give way to melancholy/' replied Enyly, 
?> '* I dare 
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** I dare fay that you will foon recover 
your health, for the air fecms delightful 
here/* — *'Then/' replied the young 
man, *^ I prefume that you, ladies, are 
tjot refident in this village.'* ** No/' 
returned Emily, " we only came here 
lately, on the day that you played your 
flute in the wood." The young man 
bluihed, and Emily did the fame; as 
fhe felt, by his confufi6n, that fhe had 
done wrong, in mentioning this laft cir- 
<:utnftance : not that fhe was confcious 
of the impropriety of her owning that 
ihe had given attention to a perfeft 
ftranger; but becaufe (he feared that 
bcr noticing his. ramble might prevent 
his coming thither again ; for Ihe was 
very fond of mufic. ** Have you been 
*long ill ?** afkcd Sarah. ** About fix 
months,*' returned he,— **one month 
of which I have refided here, — from 
whence I do not intend to remove." 
** It is certainly a delightful fpot," faid 
Emily. *• Yes,** (his eyes involuntaw 
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nly turned towards the church-yard;) 
" Here the wicked ceafe from trou- 
bling, and the weary are at reft : — ** but 
I beg your pardon» ladies^ I am fo un- 
ufed to^ and fo unfit for fociety, that 
I will point out the dire& path from 
which you cannot go wrong." Here 
he fighed, — y or if you do, I Ihall be in 
fight and put you right again.'* They 
thanked him^ and not knowing hov 
to protraft their ftory, continued their 
walk as he directed. ** Poor young 
man !" exclained Emily, as foon as fhe 
was at a proper diftance^ to fpeak un- 
heard, ** What can be the matter with 
him? — Let us haften home, as Dr. 
Sibley is to call this morning; and he 
promifed to make fome inquiry about 
him." ** I do believe he is poor/* faid 
Emily ; " but if he is, what then, it is 
impoffible for us to offer him money, 
without feeming to infult him ; and that 
I would not do for all the[world.'* Here 
they entered the fhrubbery; the little 

gittc 
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gate was never locked, as Lady Auriol 
was fo well efteemed in her neighbour- 
liood, that no one prefumed to take 
a liberty that they knew would be dif- 
plealing. 

On their reaching the temple, where 
they had determined to reft awhile, they 
found fitting there Lady Auriol, Mifs 
Auriol, and Mr. Afton, and his daughter. 
They foon recognized the old gentleman, 
whom they had feen at Mr. Hornby's, 
and were as foon recognized by him. 
•* Here they are,*' exclaimed Mr. Af- 
ton. ^' Now Eliza, I will introduce 
you to Mifs Moncriefs; for you 
muft know young ladies, that this is a 
vifit paid to you. — I only came home 
yefterday from Hornby's, and though, 
fatigued with all the noife and nonfenfe 
to be met with there, Eliza would drag 
me hither." — " Well," replied his beau- 
tiful daughter, *' it muft be your own 
fault, father, that I did fo, for until you 
came home, I did not know that Lady 

Vol. I. F Auriol 
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Auriol had made fo pleafing an addi- 
tion to her family/* — ** Now," faid he, 
" would this girl infinuate that I, like 
many an other old fool, had fallen in 
love: but this is not the cafe, ladies, I 
declare,*' faid he, (laughing). The 
Mifs Moncriefs now took a feat on 
each fide Mifs Afton, and had, in half 
an hour's converfation, rendered tbem- 
felves as familiar, as if they had been 
acquainted from their infancy. It is 
very true, that there are fome people 
with whom you can never form an in- 
timacy, as there are others with whom 
afie£lion grows at firft fight ; that can- 
not be accounted for. 

Mifs Afton was about the fame age 
as Emily, and much of the fame dif- 
pofition; (he was tall, elegantly formed, 
and highly accomplifhed, without any of 
the affectation and conceit that renders 
the attainment of accomplifhments rather 
a blemifh than an advantage in many a 
modern female. Her father, who doat- 

ed 
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ed on her, was particularly cautious to 
whom he introduced his girl, as he af- 
firmed that more women were fpoiled by 
their own, than the other fex. He viGt- 
ed himfelf in different families, but it 
was only to a few felefl: friends, that he 
introduced his daughter. Lady Auriol 
was one of thefe females, whofe ac- 
quaintance he was ambitious that Mifs 
Afton fhould poffefs ; and he had been 
particularly ftruck with the innocence 
and beauty of the Moncriefs in the 
Ihort view he had had of them at Hornby 
Lodge. As foon as he arrived at home, 
he was lavifli in their praife, which- al- 
ways infured the good opinion of Mifs 
Ailon to the perfon fo honoured. As 
her friends were few, Ihe was anxious 
to make the addition projnifed by her 
father. After fitting fonie lime, and 
converfing on different fubje£b, he faid, 
that a very difag^eeable circumftance 
had occurred to him j«ft before he 
cswne CrQm home. * This was occafioned 

F 2 / by 
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by a vifit from a man, who executed 
the office of a bailiff, requefting him 
(for he was a juRice of the peace) to 
iign a warrant. This was neceffary, 
Mr. Afton told them, as the perfon 
had removed hither from another 
coun(y. This your I.adyfhip will fay 
need not diflurb me, as the laws of 
our country ought to have their due 
courfe ; but the circumftance of the cafe 
makes the difference. The poor lad is 
lick, I underfland; and the debt was in- 
curred in an honourable caufe. " Oh 
dear!" faid Emily, *^ Sir, I hope it is 
not the young man we met this morn- 
ing. I am fure that he will die if it is." 
•* You met!" faid Mr. Afton, " where 
did you meet him ? Is he dreffed in 
mourning?*' — ^* He is, indeed ; do Sir, 
let me riin and tell him to. get out of 
the way.'* — ** No, no, that would be im- 
proper; but if you will tell me where he 
is to be met, I will try what can be done 
for him.'* X-ady Aiiriol now offered to 

fend 
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fend a fervant to fetch him, but Mr. 
Afton refufed to let her do this, faying, 
*' that if Mifs Emily was fure fhe knew 
the road he had taken, and would truft 
herfelf with him to the gate of the fluub- 
bery, in order to point it out, he would 
go himfelf/* Emily, whofe very foul 
(hone through her eyes, was many yards 
from the temple before fhe looked back, 
and faw Mr. Afton had hardly got down' 
three ftepSj fo anxious was fhe to avert 
the danger threatened, " Now,'* faid the 
old gentleman, '^ you fee what a beautiful- 
female can lead a man to. I this morning 
figned a warrant to commit this lad to pri- 
fon, and am now hobbling away to pre- 
vent its execution." — ** But," faid Emily, 
•* perhaps we fhall not be in time : what 
has he done. Sir?" — "Why, he has run 
in debt without the means of payment^ 
that is all."—" Oh! how glad I am,'' faid 
Emily, pulling out her purfe, and put- 
ting it into Mr. Aflon's hands, " do Sir, 
pay for him. I am fo delighted that I 

F 3 did 
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did not throw it out of window/* Mr. 
Afton feemed furprized at what (he faid, 
but did not at that time require an ex- 
planation. " Put your money in your 
pockfet, my love/' faid he, ** we will fee 
what is to be done without it/' — ** It is 
not mine, Sir; do let it releafe this poor 
young man, who is fo ill, he cannot liv« 
to go to prifon."— ** He fhall not go to 
prifon,*' returned Mf. Afton. ^ Yon- 
der he fits on the ftep of that ftile, where 
we left him,'* faid Emily. Then do 
you return to the temple; and beaflured 
that no harm (hall come to your protogSe.** 
She curtfied and fighed her regret that 
flie might not go along with Mr. Afton. 
She ftaid watching him until quite near 
the ftile,^ where the young mJm fat ftill 
reading, " How lucky^" faid fhe to 
herfelf, '* was I, to be able to tell the 
good Mr. Afton, where this young man 
was to be found, for he is certainly a 
deferving objeft, or he would nevfcr 
intereft himfelf \about him/* As fhe 

ftood, 
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ftood, ftie faw another man at no 
great di (lance from them, and trem- 
bled j left this fhould be the man in 
fearch to execute his warrant. Of 
the nature of a warrant, Emily knew 
nothing; but (he knew it was fomething 
that would plunge a fellow-creature in 
diftrefs, and {he dreaded the nearer ap^ 
proach of the man, until fhe faw Mr. 
Afton wave his ftick in the air, in order 
for the man's approach, which the in- 
ftant he obferved, he ran towards the 
place. Emily being now fatisfied there 
was no danger (though this man was no . 
other than the bailiff whom the jufticc 
had beckoned towards him), (he turned 
her fteps towards the temple, and was 
met by Mifs Afton half way, enquir- 
ing if her father had gained his objed. 
Emily anfwered in the affirmative ; when 
flie replied, " Well then,, fet your heart 
at reft, for the young man will not fuf- 
fer any harm." Emily began in her 
turn to enquire how he had been fo 

F 4 lucky, 
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lucky, as to intereft Mr. Alton in his 
fate, and what was his ftory. To 
neither of thefe queftions Elizabeth 
could give any anfwer. She faid, that 
Jier father had a room a little diftance 
from the houfe in the garden, where he 
always tranfafled any little bufinefs of 
that kind ; and that he made it a rule 
never to fpeak in his houfe of any thing 
that paffed in the court of Common 
Pleas, as be called this room. 

Lady Auriol had been quefldoning 
Sarah, how they had known where to 
meet with this young man, for whom 
fhe acknowledged fhe felt a kind of 
intereft. Sarah related the circum-* 
ftance as it happened; and at the fame 
time that her Lady (hip commended their 
fympathy in the fituation and ftate of 
health of this young man, fhe added, 
that it was not proper for them to have 
accofted a ftranger out of mere curio- 
fity, as it was evident, they could not 
be in danger of lofing their way with 

. the 
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h e Park and gardens fo direftly before 
them. However, it happened very well 
now> flie faid, as it might be of ufe to the 
young man to be informed of his danger, 
and that he might by this avoid a prifon* 
Do you think, madam/' faid Emilyj 
that any one could be fo very unfieeling 
or fo wicked to carry an almoft dying man 
to prifon?" — " Why, yes, my dear" fhe 
replied, " that there are fuch beings, 1 
have no doubt. Habit, and a heart natu- 
rally hard, will makemen commit a3s, to 
which yours will ever be a ftranger. 
It is neceflaryjfor the benefit of fociety, 
that there fliould be fuch people ; and 
it fliould be the care of every one to 
avoid ^falling within their power: and 
though this is not always poflible, yet 
evils may often be avoided by a fmall 
portion of attention.*' Mr. Afton now 
entered the walk oppofite to them, and 
they went to meet him. '* Well^ Sir,** faid 
Lady Auriol, '* it is impoflible for bene- 
volence like yours, not to be attended 

F5 with' 
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with fuccefs. What is become of; the 
young man ?'*—** Oh ?" replied he, " he 
is gone home/'—*^ Then/' faid Emily, 
" he has efcapcd the bailifF."— " No,, 
indeed, but he did not though/' faid Pift. 
Afton, ** did not you fee me beckon him 
to come towards us. He did fo, and I 
fatisfied him, that the young man would 
ifiot run away. Nay, he might have 
iatisfied himfelf of that, for when he 
approached, the lad coiild not rife from 
his feat, I am perfuaded, had his life 
been at ftake." — " Poor thing," they all 
exclaimed! " What could occafion fo 
young a man, (for Sarah fays that he 
does not look more than eighteen or 
nitietcen years of age), to have feU tfre 
feverity of fortune at fo early an age.** 
^' Why/' repHed Mr. Alton ; with fome 
feverity, *^the vi9es of the great.** 
Lady Auriol drci^ herfelf up as h were; 
feeming to^fay he had been guilty of 
Tudenefs'. ' '« Ibeg your Ladyfhip's par- 
don, I did not mean thofe people, the 

bare 
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bare mention of whofe name would 
banifh fufpicion of a bafe or difho* 
nourable atQion; but thofe men^ who 
under flielter of a refpeftablc line of 
anceftors, commit crimes, of which even 
the fellow w)io ftops you on the high 
way (perhaps for bread for his family) 
would fhudder. I mean the crime of 
ftduSlion, Lady Auriol. This young 
gentleman, for fo he is, has fufFered in 
the perfon of his fifter. 1 honour him 
for bis feelings, and he fhall never want 
^ home or a friend whilft Albert Afton 
lives." Emily devoured every fentence 
uttered by the good old man. She 
(longed to do juft what Mifs Auriol then 
did, which was to e^nquire his naine. 

Auguftus Delme,*' replied Mr. Aftcm ; 

he is defcended from a very ancient 
and refpeQable family. I knew his 
grandfather. Sir William Talbot, well. 
Never did I fuppofe a defcendant of 
that refpeftable man, would be refcued 
by me from the hands of bailiffs.*'—*' I 
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ftould have liked to fee how he looked 
on finding fo unexpefted a friend/* faid 
Lady A riol. — " I am fure I cannot tell 
bow he looked ; I can only tell you, that 
if the rafcal that injured him^ had ever 
felt as 1 did, when I relieved him, he 
would never have fiood in need of ray 
afliftancc. But come, don't you hear the 
dinner bell ? I (hall inftantly attend its 
fummons, for I have had a long walk.'' 
They haftened to the houfe, where they 
fpent the day mod rationally, without 
'either of thofe necelfary a^ixiliaries to- 
wards time-killing, cards, and fcandal; 
and Mr. Afton and his daughter return- 
ed at an early hour in the evening to 
their home, much pleafed with the day 
they had fpent at Park Place. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VII. 



VV HILST the ladies are enjoying the 
rcfrclhing breezes of Berkftiire, it will 
be neceffary to enquire after Mr. Mon- 
crief and his noble pupil, in their retire* 
ment at Eafharn. 

After his children were gone, in or- 
der to divert his mind from too often 
reverting to them, Mr. Moncrief took 
a book, and ftroUed into the fields with 
an intention tamake fome few calls on 
his neighbours, who were fcattered here 
and there about the country ; well know- 
ing from the nature of the charge which 

he 
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he had taken upon him, that this mull 
neceffarily be the laft leifure day he 
fliould have upon his hands for a long 
time to come* Lady Auriol had ex- 
afted from Mr. M^ncrief a more than 
common attention to her fon. Her La- 
dyfhip had done by him as all perfons 
ought to do by a phyfician from whom 
they expeO; a cure. She had difclofed 
to his private ear every fault in her fon's 
difpofition, and had mentioned every 
propenfity that fee had obfervcd Itsrk- ^ 
ing in his mind. From this expofi|^i>% 
smd the known {kill of Dr. Moncrief, 
fee expefted a perieQcure of the Seve- 
ral difeafes of the mind under whkh fee, 
with much pain, perceived Lord Auriol 
to labour. 

It was with unfeigned forrow that the 
Doftor heard herLadyfeip run througha 
catalogue of follies and iroprudencies, 
that he thought had only been the growth 
of riper years. He feared much that her 
Ladyfeip^s confidence had been abufed 

by 
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by thofe who had re€ommended her 
fon*s firft tutor, who had afiled, as he 
underftood was too much the praQice of 
the prefent day, to be completely deaf 
and blind, whenever it was agreeable to 
his pupil. " How much,^* faid the Doc- 
tor, " have thefe men to anfwer for, firft 
to God an(J next to their country ? Did 
every man, intrufted with the cate of our 
young nobility, but confcientioufly per- 
form their duty, though there might be 
weak heads amongft them, there would 
not be fo many corrupt hearts.** With 
thefe and the like refleftions, the refult 
of a good ind benevolent difpofition, 
did Dr. Moncricf pafs the day previous 
to the arrivrl of Lord Auriol. 

The next day, about two o'clock, a 
chaife and four brought his Lordftiip 
to Eafbam. He was contrarily to the 
wifhes of Mr. Moncrief, attended by 
a fervant, who was, as he found fooh 
after their arrival, to remain at the Par- 
fona^e. It was no time then to remon« 

ftrate. 
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Urate, and Mr. Moncrief received Lord 
Auriol as the fon of an old and refpe£led 
friend J and his Lordfhip, on his part, re-» 
ceived'his congratulations with much 
eafy familiarity. The Doftor was ftruck 
with the exaQ; refemblance this- young 
man bore to his father, and fecretly 
wiflied that he might trace the likenefs 
beyond the features. Lord Auriol be- 
gan, as foon as the chaife that brought 
him was difcharged, to examine the (itu- 
ation of this his prifon, as he termed it> 
and to form conjeSures how far he 
could render it tolerable. •* Have you 
any neighbours, Mr. Moncrief?'* faid 
his Lordfhip, — ^^ Some few/* replied he, 
— *' How far diftant,'* afked his pu{)il ? 
M From one to fix miles,* • returned the 
Dodor. — ^* Is. there any tavern in this 
village ?** — *^ No/* anfwred the Doftor, 
" we are too hofpitable. here,.Sir^ to rehy 
der fuch a thing necefTary/*. 
- " It is a good lounge to read the.pa- 
pers in, though/' faid. his Lordfhip : — 

« Why^ 
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•* Why, indeed, now I think of h, I have 
been too hafty in my anfwer to your 
queftion ; for there is a kind of an ale- 
houfe,.that I believe is, by a board over 
the door, dignified by the appellation of 
coflFee-houfe." Lord Auriol then re- 
tired ta take off his boots, at leaft this 
was the pretence. His valet-de-chambre, 
counfellor and friend was fummoned. 
He approached with a fignificant fhrug 
of his fhoulders, which feemed to fay, I 
don't know what to think of this* 
" Well, Johnfon,*' faid his matter, 
" what's to be done now ? — ^^ Done ! 
why, nothing but read your book^ and 
go to church with the parfon." 

** Is*nt there," faid his Lordfhip, 
" we*ll fee that, James. I wifli the par- 
fon's daughters had been at home.*' ^ 
" Why, yes,** anfwered Johnfon, '* they 
might have amufed you. Sir ; but my la- 
dy knew better, fhe did not take you 
out of the way of one fertJale to put two 
muchhandfomer in your teeth.*' — "Why 

the 
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the parfon's girls were tolerable; I'll be 
dutiful, and get leave to viGt my mo* 
ther, and perfuade one or both of them 
to return hither/' With difcourfe of 
this nature, did thefe two friends amufe 
themfelves. I may furely ufe the. name 
of friend, though between a peer of the 
realm and his menial ; if that peer, as 
this evidently did, refpefts his fervant 
more than any other perfon. 

This young man was a flave to his 
paffions, which from Johnfon met witb 
no controul, but rather received addi-*^ 
tional ftrength by his furtherance and 
advice. Whenever his own youth and 
inexperience were at a ftand for expe- 
dients, this fellow could recolleft how 
Sir John or my Lord fuch-a-one, whom 
he had formerly ferved, had afted o» 
juft fuch an occafion; and that ferved 
Lord Auriol both as precedent and ex- 
ample. Thus is it, that by placing im- 
proper fervants about the perfons of 
young people,,' that what is at firft 

thought 
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ought of fear 9 and might be (Ufledfor 
int-ef afliftance, is confirmed intoba- 
t by the attendance of the unprinci- 
&d rafcal^ who watches to adminifter 

thofe vices from which he expeSs to 
ip a rich harveft. Such was the pre* 
It fervant of Lord Auriol; and from 
lom, in oppofition to all remon* 
ances of a fond parent^ he refolved 
t to part. Johnfon, in a few hours 
ured his lord, that however long he 
ght chufe to refide in this place, it^ 
LS not poffible for him to continue 
ig, unlefs the old hag in the kitchen 
IS fupplanted by fomething more like 
uth and beauty. Rachel had no 
arms in the eyes of the new comers: 
:y fanv precifion and vigilance in her 
tward appearance, and integrity and 
nefty in her heart; virtues for which 
ty had no reliQi. As. little did the, 
od old woman admire the powdered 
)tman who was] drefled fo fine, that 

might be a lord hitnfelf by his ap- 
pearance. 
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pearance* She declared to her mafteF, 
that he fliould not interfere with any of 
the domeftic concerns heretofore en- 
trufted to her management. This fhedid 
before he had been in the houfe two 
days, as (he had obferved him endea- 
vouring at new modelling ancj re- 
forming, as he called it, the ancient cuf- 
toms and ufages of the houfe. She as 
often as they fat down together to meals, 
which were the only times Rachel was 
favoured with the company of Johiifon, 
endeavoured to create fomething.of re- 
fpeft for herfelf, by relating how many 
years (he had ferved the Do£lor and his 
late good lady, and how much truft the 
DoQor repofed in her; and above all- 
how fond the dear young ladies were of 
her. This converfation, though often 
repeated, failed of its defired effeft; for 
file, good foul, thought that fidelity and 
refpeft from her fuperiors would alfo 
command the like condu£l from in* 
feriors* Johnfon,.wheq he had nothing. 

more 
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more amuling to think upon, heard her 
numerous ftories, relating to the Mon- 
crief family, in which fhe bore no in- 
confiderable part, obferving'that this was 
the only way to obtain any favour, or 
indeed to get a direO: anfwer to any 
queftion. 

Mr. Monc'rief faw the loofe manner 
in which Lord Auriol's ftudies had hi- 
therto been purfued; and as he was an 
enemy to extremes of any fort, he en- 
deavoured to detach him from trifling 
with what ought to be a ferious concern, 
at his years, by degrees. He made 
many vifits in order to introduce his 
pupil in his neighbourhood, in which the 
Do'ftor was highly refpefted. At the 
clofe of each day his Lordfhip.was ftill 
diRrontented, and regularly as his fer- 
vant undrelfed him at night, pronounced 
them all quizical, boorifli animals. John- 
fbn -thought it very hard that a nobler* 
man of .ten thoufand pounds a yeaf^ 
&ould be obliged to toil as bard^ and 

read 
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read himfelf half ftupid, as if he had not 
two-pence in the world. — ** Surely your 
Lordlhip has got learning fufficient to 
know how to pleafc yourfelf without Dr.. 
Moncrief's interference; befides^ what 
does he know of the world? 1 \\^ould 
engage to outwit him, as gieai a fcholar 
as my Lady thinks him.*'—** I don't 
doubt but you could," rep^^ed his lord, 
** and i was juft thinking that it would be 
no harm to try the experiment.'' Here 
the valet began to rub his hands^ bi$ 
Lordfliip had fet him upon his metal^ 
and he refolved, within himfelf, to merit 
the beftowed eulogium. Here a (hort 
filence enfued, which was broken by the 
fervant's demanding, in a familiar way, 
what his Lord/Iiip would now be at? 
" Why, I think I would like a little 
more liberty," faid he : " cannot we con- 
trive to go out after thefe people are in 
bed, and fcour the country for diver- 
fion.'* Johnfon thought a little. ** Ten 
o'clock is a terrible hour to be fare,'* 

faid 
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faid fee, *^ but then, on the other hand, 
it will give us more time. There are 
certainly a great many pretty girls here 
and there about ; but if they think you, 
as you are, a lord, the Lord above 
knows how we fliall get at them." 
*• How are we to get out of this houfe ?'* 
" You blockhead," returned his Lord- 
(hip, " that is the firft queftion." " Leave 
that to me, I muil look about me 
in the morning ; and then it is as certain 
we fhall be at liberty in the evening." 
" Welj, I depend upon you,*' faid his 
Lordfliip ; and then refigned himfelf to 
dream of pleafures that were in all hu- 
man probability, to banifh fleep from 
bis maturer years. 

Mr. Moncrief with grief faw the pro* 
penfities that were to retard the accom- 
pliQiment of his wiflies; but did not 
cbufe to damp the rifing hopes of a fond 
parent by complaint, fo foon after her 
fon's arrival. So at the fame time that 
he wrote to his children, be wrote alfo 
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to Lady Auriol, faying, that he thought 
his Lordfhip had good parts, and that 
in a little time he doubted not would 
attend to inftruflion : at the fame time 
he warned her againft giving way to any 
requefted indulgence. He did this, ob- 
ferving his pupils natural idlenefs and 
inclination to pleafure. 

In the morning, as foon as Mr. Jphn- 
fon arofe, he fet about examining the 
parfonage. He found, that unfortu- 
nately the window of Mr. MoncriePs 
chamber opened direftly over the ftrcet- 
door, fo all ideas of pafling that way 
were inftantly banifhed. And as to the 
back door, the keys of this, as well as, of 
the front door, he found on examina- 
tion were regularly carried every night 
to bed with her by the anxious Rachel. 
The valet, as foon as thefe were opened, 
went forth, in order'to fee if his Lordfhip 
could eafily defcend from his chamber 
window. Nothing could be effeflted 
with more eafe; for a friendly pear-tree 

had 
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liad extended its branches over the wall 
of that fide of the houfe ; and no other 
iwrindow opened in the fame diredion, 
except ^hat of a fmall clofet, in which 
llept Mf • Johnfon. He returned into the 
^oufe.fatiffied, that though, they fhould 
he i/n trammels during the day, night 
would releafe tnem; and he trufted 
^to his Lord's fpirit of enterprife, and 
Ids own ingenuity to £nd out adven* 
jtures. He npw waUed for the ufual 
fummons of his Lordfhip's bell; and 
.then opening the cafement, faid« by the 
affiftance of this good pear-tree, can we 
purfue our rambles; and by the fame 
means regain our.prifon. His Lord* 
-fljip faw that the defcent was eafy, and 
the .place mod likely to efcape detec- 
tion ; and now determined that the pre^ 
'fent evening fhould be the date of a 
.courfe of clambering. He next or«- 
;dered Johnfon to go to the ale-houfe, 
^and enquire how far the nqareft market 
.4own was to Eai^am, for his Lordfhip 
Vol. I. G well 
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well knew that vice made a more rapid 
progrefs in cities than it could do in vil- 
lages. Johnfon on his return, which 
was direftly after breakfaft, informed 
his Lordfhip, that Melford was only 
four miles off; but that there was 
no other town nearer than fixteen; 
*' Then," faid he, " at Melford do we 
ftjp this evening." Nothing more pafled 
until it became duflc, when Johnfon 
repaired to his matter's chamber, from 
whence he was ordered down into the 
garden, as his Lordfhip meant to make 
fome trials, and praQife the new method 
of going out and in to his chamber, 
and that with as little noife as poflible. 
This, though not yet very plcafant, he 
found to be not all imprafticablc; it was 
fufficient for the prefent it could be ac- 
complifhed; and nothing but Melford 
was in 'the head of either matter or fer- 
vant. At length the DoQor's tedioufs 
fupper being over, candles were brought 
by Rachel, and every perfon went to 

their 
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their refpeQive chambers. Lord Au- 
riol and Johnfon waning in Glence, for 
the time when old Cerberus, as they cal- 
led the Doftor, (hould be fleeping. At 
length the wilhed-for foiiiid frdm his 
^apartment informed them that he was 
faft afleep ; for the good Doctor had 
the faculty of making hirafelf heard even 
in his fliimbers. Then wifhing him 
pleafant dreams, they dropped from the 
tree int'ott'e garden, and proceeded from 
^thence towards the High road to Mel- 
ford. "If we fhould be found out,'* 
faid his Lordfhip>" I Ihall have /a? de- 
lightful ledure to undergo.*' . . > 

« And I (hall be difch^rged/' faid 
Johnfon. ' 

*^ Never mind that, Johnfon, I will 
(till retain you in my fervice, in fpite of 
all the old pedants in the kingdom : you 
(hall lodge at the Black horfe." 

** Well, then, my Lor^, a fig for the 
Parfohage, fay I, indeed it^would be 
hard indeed, if a nobleman, like you, 

G 2 could 
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could not keep as many fervants as you 
pleafe. Lord Dafii^ at your age, had 
a pack of hounds and half a dozen hun- 
ters always at his command." 

•• Why, I intend to buy a couple of 
liorfes when my mother pays me my next 
garter, for it will never do to (tumble 
about the country in the dark, upoii 
foot." 

*« Stumble in the dark," faid a voice 
on the other fide the hedge, " why, I 
have ilumbled this half-hour, ^and can't 
find the fly le for the life of me, nor how 
I am to get home, God knows. " 

** What the Devil are you?" faid his 
Lordfhip^ " and where do you live?" 

** Live," anfwered he, " why every 
bbdy knows me, and where I live too 
*— can't you come and lend me a hand, 
I'll give you/fome good ale when we get 
home." 

^' Will you, indeed," faid his Lord- 
ihip? **one more queftion, and I am at 
your fervice:— be you God or Devil? 

have 
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Rave you any pretty wenches at home to 
draw the beer. '^ 

'• Yes ! yes t coAie alon g * ' 

^ Well then, as he fays come along^ 
Johnfon, let's fee what mortal it is that 
can^t find his w^y out of the field/' A 
imall breach in tbe hedge allowed them 
to xbake their way through, and there 
they found an old man fitting on the 
grafi; who> it feemcd, had drank a 
flttte tbo frefely of that fame ale he 
i^ke of. " How for are you from 
hotee?'* afked they, " only a field or 
two/* anfwered the farmer; ^* only 
fcew mre the ftyle and I'll Ifcew you 
home/* Thi^ was no eafy taft, but, 
however, Johnfon performed it, and, 
the farmer was as good as hi& word; for 
he took them home and introdi^ed them 
to his wife and t^o bloonhing girts 
calling for fupper and ale to entertaiit 
them. 

The girls ran away to put White aproni 
en, while the old woman fee forth all 

G 3 her 
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her ftore, thanking them for fetting 
John^ Adams home; fhe aflured them, 
that for this piece of good fervice, they 
fliould always be welcome to the Tythe 
Farm. *^ I don't like the name of your 
farm/' faid his Lordihip '* it fmells of 
the Parfon.'* — '* Well, and what then/' 
faid Adams, ** our parfon is better than 
mod of your men who wear black coats: 
he is as good in his praftice, as he is in 
his pulpit. However, you will feldom 
find his honour here," faid the farmer: 
*• fo you need not be affeard of a fer- 
mon." 

" I am forry to my heart," faid dame 
Adams, ** that Miffes are gone from 
EaQiam; they were pretty creatures, 
God blefs them." 

Neither Lord Auriol nor Johnfon 
relifhed the converfation. They did 
not wilh fo near a connexion betwixt 
the parfonage and the farm. They 
yefolved to lake leave ; at the fame time, 
not until by fome fign they could make 
. the 
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the girls fenfible that this was not to be 
the lall time they were to meet. How 
to accomplifh this they could not tell. 
Johafon, however, always ready at ex- 
pedients, requefted the favour of a pen- 
and ink^ as he faid he could drop a line 
as he went home, that would prevent 
him a long walk in the morning. She 
readily lent him what he afked, and 
whilft his Lordfhip amufed the old peo- 
ple, he fcribbled a letter to the elded 
girl, faying, that himfelf and his friend 
had feen and admired herfelf and (ifter; 
but not knowing how to inform them 
of their paffion, had watched their fa- 
ther from Melford, in order to get at 
another fight of them. He then en- 
treated the girls to* give them the meet- 
ing the next night at eleven, at the end 
of the village of Eafliam, where they 
would communicate fomething of the 
utmoft importance for them to be ac- 
quainted with. This note he contrived 
to flip into the hand of the girl, as fhe 

G 4 went 



went to open the outer gate. This waa^ 
no fooner fhut, than they were about to 
knock at it again, to enquire how they 
might regaj^ the high road; but on 
jfecond thoughts, it would hot be right W 
appe^ fuch ftrtingiers, aftcr^the late &t^ 
elaratibn of Johnfon, which he infoi^rhed 
Jiis' mailer he had rtade, To they eVenl 
ttufted to the path befbi^e th*m. Atf 
ihey talked oh, th* ehurch dock 
fUruck two, and then t^y thought it 
beftto fepair toward;^ the peat-tr6e, 4rt4 
leave the ramble to^ Melforc( for anotfcef 
oJ)f>OTtunity, 

Accordingly, t!h6y bent fheff Afe^tf 
towards the Parfortagd. The rain btega* 
fo fs^ll in prelufive dtops, from thtf 
Heavens, and the thunder to i^M itf 
AVoft trenVenAyus peals. They <^ickerc- 
id ihtit fteps t^ ^kttpt the cOnrii^ 
flormf; afiffj Vl^hit Was ^^aWy ieih^f 
avoided; tHfc dange^ of their being dif^^ 
iovertd. As they approached ihc Par+ 

fonife«» 



fenage, they were pleafed to find it 
wrapped in profound darknefs^ and 
entering the garden^ which they made 
fiift after them^ they made the bed of 
ibeir way to the chamber^ which having 
gained in fafety, they each^ betook 
themfelves to their refpeSive beds; and, 
notwitjhftanding the ftorm without, they 
flept quietly until eight o'clock; when 
Rachel, fearing left Lord Auriol (hould 
ring, came to the door of Johnfon's 
apartment, which (he found faft locked. 
She knocked gently, for fear of waking 
her matter, who had flept longer than 
nfual, on account of being difturbed in 
the night. 

Having efcaped fo well on the firft 
evening, they were encouraged to make 
many other excurfions of the like 
nature unfufpeQed by the good Doftor; 
though he frequently obfetVed that his 
Lordfhip was inclined to fleep over his 
[ludies. 

G5 In 
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In this manner pafled the hours at 
Eafliam, while thofe of the ladies in 
Berkfhire, were relieved by frequent 
letters, informing them of the health of 
thofe in whopi they took the greateft 
ntereft* 



. \ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



1 HE family at Park-place were ex- 
pe£iing the promifed vifit of the Hornby 
family^ vhich was fixed for the next 
day. All the finery was juft arrived 
from the milliner's, and Emily was 
fitting in filent contemplation, of filks, 
ribbands, and laces. Her gowns, (he 
thought, the moft beautiful and elegant 
poffible," to be turned out of the hands 
of the moft tafty milliner, of St, James^, 
of which fhe had lately heard fo much' 
commendation.' While her mind was 
thus occupied, a footman canie up, and 
informed her, that there was a young 

G 6 mair 
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man below, enquiring for either herfelf 
or fitter. *« Who can it be?*' echoed 
from both the ladies. ** It is the young 
fellow that pUfs the mufic about the 
fields/' faid the fervant, "which is 
Delme ; he defired me to give his name, 
not to carry a card/* This information 
did not at all relieve them, as they 
could not guefs what he could want with 
them. Emily now recoUeSed, that flie 
had offered her five guineas toMr. Afton, . 
and fuppofed that the young man might 
have come to accept it. Sarah was 
iiot quite ready to go down, fo (lie de-* 
fired Emily would go herfelf: fhe went; 
down accordingly; not being inffruaed 
as yet, that it was againft the ruleS ofpfor 
priety, for a young lady to receive the vi- 
£t of a young man without the fanftion of. 
a third perfon. ■ As (he entered the par.- 
lour, Mr. Delme arofe from a feat, fay- 
ing, that he entreated pardon of Mifs 
Moricrief for the trouble he bad given 
her ; but that it was impoffible for him to 

quit 



quit the village, thotigh to the Ihortefl 
diflahce poffible, without making his ac« 
knowled^nient for the fingular fervic*- 
file had #endercre(l him; not only on 
a pecuniary account, but in raifing up 
for hixh (6 worthy, aind at the fame timd 
fo powerful a friend^ as Mr. Aftoii* 
Emily' flood filent from adonilhment^ 
hot knowing what anFwer to make : fiie 
kn^w of no fervice fhe had rendered 
Mm, Except the very fimple one of in« 
forming Mf. Afton where to meet With 
him; and this (he thought any other 
pttfdit would have done equally with 
herfelf* This fhe aflured him as fooit 
as her confufion would allow her, was 
all the fefVice that Ibe had been able 
to afford. Mr. Deltft^ replied, that^ 
to doubt her affertiofi would be imper-* 
tinent in him ; but certain it was, that 
he "Was indebted either to herfelf or 
ftiends for fifty pounds which had re- 
h^eved him froiti the apptehenfion of a 
prifon ; nay, indeed^ from the certainty 

of 
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of one.; and much as he prized his \u 
bcrty, the manner of conferring the ob-r 
. ligation was ftill valued by him above 
even this ineftimable blefling. — Emily 
faid, that fhe could not receive his ac- 
knowledgement without afluring him, 
that they were not due to her. The , 
good Mr, Afton, himfelf, who had never 
fo much as mentioned the circumftance 
to them, was the friend who had fo ge- 
neroufly ftepped forward in the hour of 
diftrefs. Mr. Delrae wiped off the 
tear of gratitude which gliftened in his 
eye, and begged pardon for having 
intruded himfelf and his forrows upon 
them ; but that it was impoffible for him 
to depart in filence under fuch a fup- 
pofed weight of obligation, and that ftill 
he could not help believing, that his ac- 
knowledgements were paid where they 
were, though not direClly, juftly due. 
Emily curtfied; fhe wiflied to enquire 
to what place he was going to remove,' 
but the agitation of her mind did not 

allow 
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^Uow her; and the queftion died on her 
tongue. Mr. Delme begged that he 
might not detain her ; and with a grace^ 
fill bow took his leave. Emily was glad 
of this relief^ and alfo to obferve that 
Ills health appeared in a ftate of amend- 
ment : but where was he going to ? per« 
baps (he might never fee him again;, 
might never know what was., become of 
hiin in future ; or ever hear what had 
occafioned his prefent diftrefs. She 
would have given worlds if fhe could 
Jiave conveyed the hated purfe Ihe car* 
ried in her pocket into that of the iu- 
valid ; but it could not be d6ne> and.flie 
fighed to think that a fentiment, for 
which fhe could not account, (hould 
put it out of her power to perform an 
aB of benevolence, in which her heart 
was-fo truly interefted: it was the fenti- 
ment of a mind imprefled with true de- 
Vicacy, that prevented Emily from of- 
fering her affiftance : a fear left (he 
fiKHild embarrafs the obje£t whom (he 

wiflied 
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wifhed to ferve, by any oftet>tatioiis diS^ 
play of that charity i¥hich fhe wifhed 
fhould be conveyed iir profound fecrefy* 
Now that 'he was gone from her prt* 
fehce^ (he revolved in her mind hoMr thit 
lAight be effeded* She once though 
erf* immediately fending a ' fervant afijcr 
him a but this thought was itbafidoned 
is foon ai born* This was worfe thtn 
offering the money herfelf. ^Afteif 
many different ways had been thought 
bf and abandoified^ one ftruck h^r » 
probable, and fhe haftened to executt 
k. This was, as (he obferved Mr. 
Delme turn to the left as he quitted the 
boiufe, to inclofe her mite in paper, di« 
ttEttd for him^ and baften thrbugh the 
flirubbery to the feat where he generally 
fat r^adirtg, fome time every day,- and 
there leave it. She tould be there long 
before he could, were he in healthy 
as he had very far to go round. Sbt 
was pleafed with this thought, and xiip^ - 
ped away in order for its cxeeutiofr* 

On 



Oil her relttm fhe was met by Lady 
Auriol, to whom flie related what had 
pafled between herfelf and and her vU 
fitor, except this laft aft of her own* 
Efer Ladyftrip was farprifed when fhe 
heard the amount of Mr. Afton's cha>* 
rity. She confidcred the circumftance 
iatffll have been extraordinary that could 
tnduee him to a£t thus* towards a perfe^ 
ffwinger. She wa^ not at all farprifed 
at the extent of his gcnerofity ^ having 
knowti him frequently exert himfelf in 
favour of fuffering worth. It was the 
prompt manner in which this charity 
Waff performed, that ra fcd her curiofity, 
Eiiirly was laviffi in her praifes of JWr. 
Afton, in which Lady Auriol heartily 
joined. At the fame fime her Ladyfhi^ 
faid, we are a3ually guilty of a fatrre 
cm bumlair Mature, wbeh we G^nnMfYd 
lb fairly ^ti a£t thai fhould be fo comu 
men asf not to excite attention. If every 
perfon who fees his neighbours in di^ 
trefs^ would but exert bis abilities to re^ 

Ueve 
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lieve them, how much mifery might be ' 
avoided. Or, indeed, what would bebet- 
ter, if every one with whom God has en- 
trufted the power, would do as much 
good as he could within his circlej much 
diftrefs would be prevented. Every 
perfon in pofleffion of a large eftate 
fhould confider tHenifelves in the light 
of the head of a large family, whofe 
bufinefs it ibould be to enquire after, 
and contribute towards the eflabUfhment 
of all its members. This might eafily 
be accompliflied did every proprietor 
of land refide on it, he would then be 
fenfible of the wants of thofe whom it 
is his intereil to fupport. But this is a 
fubjeB which you are too young to con- 
fider at prefect. "Where isMifs Auriol 
and your Mer? I am going to take an 
airing, in order to meet Mrs. Hornb]^ 
She writes me that I may exped her to 
dinner.*' Emily ran into the houfe for 
her cloak, and to inform her fitter and 

Mifs AurioU 

They 
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They met and efcorted Mr. and Mrs. 
Hornby, and Mr. and Mrs. Harrifon to 
Park Place, which was now blooming in 
the rich luxuriance of autumnal beauty. 
Mrs. Hornby declared that fhe wanted 
Lord Auriol and his excentricities, to 
render her at home. His mother replied, 
that it was to get rid of thefe excentrici- 
ties, that he was tranfplanted into another 
foil.—" You will fpoil him, depend on 
it/* faid Mrs. Hornby : " he is juft now 
what every body elfe would wifli him." 
— " Come t come !" faid Mr. Hornby, 
** a little wholefome difcipline would do 
no harm : her Lady (hip knows what 
ihe is about; and will be fenfible, a& 
well as Auriol himfelf will one day be, 
that (lie is in the right.*' 

After the party had been a few days at 
f ark Place, a vifit was propofed to Troy 
Farm, which belonged to Mr. Afton. A 
fervant was difpatched with notice of their 
intentions the day before, and brought 
back for anfwer, that Mifs Afton with 

her 



1*40 IMILT DUNDQltNK. 

bcr father would be happy to receive 
them at the Farm on the following day. 
Emily longed again to fee the good 
old man and his amiable daughter; aqd^ 
being pleafed witK the vifit they wert 
a going to make^ fhe took great 'paiiw 
in drcffing hcrfelf. She wore her nev 
blue filk gown, with a white b^ver hatf 
and white feathers. A more Icively 
form tcmld not be imagih^d, tfean' flM? 
appeared when ffepping from iht c^Uf 
riage of I^dy Auriol. In tlje drawing^r 
room of Mr. Afton, (he wars ihtroiddced 
in common with the reft of the party 
to Mr. Delme, as a friend of Mn Afr 
ton's. She had trpon her countenamie 
•* the orient blufti of quitk furptife/' Th^ 
eyes of Delme were refpeftfully bent 
towards the ground, as he bowed* ia 
return to thofe offered him. Mr. Afloii 
affured them thsfet he Xvas heartily glad 
to fee them, more at this thaw at ^ny 
other time: ** for/* faid he, laughing, *^ 1 
feave been compelled to Kftcit td. a duet,. 

played 
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jplayed by Elizabeth and Mr. Delmej; 
and now you have fet him at liberty. 
Poor Delmc could f<;arcely conceal his 
agitation at the, approach of Emily, for 
iwhom his heart had acknowledged a 
prepofleffion the firft moment they had 
exchanged glances; and which a further 
acquaintance had fully confirmed. The 
purfe had been received; and the fair 
doner recognized in the perfon of her 
who ftood before him ; rather more like 
the obliged, than the obliging party. 

It appeared like a dream to Emily, to 
find this young^man as it were domefti* 
Gated with Mr. Afton, whom only a. few 
days before fhe had confidered as one 
out of fuit with fortune; — and finking 
friendlefs to the grave. He ftlU re- 
tained the langour of ill health; but 
there was fomething of renovated life 
in his appearance, that gave his coun- 
tenance a different afpeft. 

Mifs Afton whifpered, *^ Emily, there 

is 
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is one here that I am fure you did no^ 
cxpea." 

** No, indeed," replied (he, ** and I am 
at a lofs to account for his appearance." 

** You fhall know all by and by," faid 
Elizabeth, ** I will take an opportunity 
to tell you all about it; that is, juft as 
much as I know myfelf/' 

Lady Auriol was as much furprifed 
as Emily, when (he found that the gen- 
tleman introduced, was the fame to 
whom Mr. Afton had rendered fo fin- 
gular a fervice. 

The converfation now turned upon 
the appearance of the Dayrell family at 
Holmby. Mr. Afton faid that they put 
him in mind of a flcy-rocket. It made a 
beautiful appearance, then burft with 
an cxplotion, and was heard of no 

more. 

To Lady Auriol's queftion, whether 
Mifs Aflon had paid the wedding vifit; 
her father anfwered, that Elizabeth was 

afraid 
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'•^fraid to encounter Lady Die alone. 
Th6 truth was, Mr. Alton did not chufe 
to let Mifs Afton go thither, unlefs un- 
der the protection of fome female, whofe 
head was in no danger of being turned 
by the example of feducing fafhion. 

Lady Auriol underftood Mr. Afton*s 
motive, and requefted that they would 
fpend the day with her next Friday, 
when the Dayrells had appointed to 
viGtPark Place. 

• Whilft this converfation was pafling^ 
Mr. i)elme had gone out of the room, 
in order that he might recover himfelf 
unobferved. His heart was elated with a 
fecret joy at this meeting, becaufe now 
be knew that the objett 6f his deareft 
attention was not placed by rank or for- 
tune aUove his hopes ; that it would not 
be criminal to adore her, towards whom 
he could never look with indifference. 
•Though the prefent day was not aufpi- 
cious to his wiflies, fome future one 
might fmile on a paffion as pure as ever 

was 



vas lighted in the hitman bread. Thefe 
thoughts had for fome days tende4 to 
tranquilize a mind that had long been ill 
at eafe. As the forrows that difturbed 
his peace were not attended with any of 
thofe (lings of confcience, from which 
a bad mind can never be extricated; 
but on the contrary were the refult of 
unfuUied integrity and honpur; the ap- 
proving fmile of a friend now opiated 
to chafe away defpair. 

Emily now found the attentions of Co- 
lancl Harrifon extremely troublefon^e; 
as indeed they had frequently been fince 
he came to Park Place. He on this 
day was her (hadow. Sbe could not 
move without his offering to attend bcr^ 
and^ though he often affirmed thatrbe 
was fo fatigued as not to be abl^ Co rife 
from his feat, on Mifs Alton's requefting 
Emily and Sarah would accompany her 
to fee fome green-houfe plants, be de- 
clared that it was impoflible to permit 
them to go alone. The young ladies 

gave 
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gftve up the walk and every poQibilitjr 
of a chat by themfdvcs. 

Mr» .Afton was a man of no cer^mony^ 
yet obfcrved all the rules of politenefs : 
he was attentive to his guefts^ and ex* 
peded to find that they were notinatten^ 
tive to him. This is by no means the fyf- 
tern of vifiting in the prefent days of tafte 
arod refinement, where every thing (hort 
of total forgetful nefs is coniklered as th6 
effence of good breeding, 

Mr. Afton and his daughter lived to- 
gether in the moft perfeQ: confidence 
and harmony. He ftudied to gratify 
every wifh of her heart; indeed it 
would have been ftrange had he not; 
for it was formed after the model of his 
own, and breathed benevolence and 
good-will to all around. Their income 
was not large, but it was fufficient to 
allow of a liberal difplay of hofpiiality 
to guefts; nor was the vranderer ever 
lent empty from the door of Troy- 

VoK L H Farm. 
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Farm. A blefling attended them abroad, 
and an approving confcience at home. 

When the party were about to fe- 
parate in the evening, Mr. Afton faid, 
as he feldom condefcended to afk favours, 
the one he was about to make he hoped 
would not be denied. This was ad- 
drefTed to Lady Auriol, that fhe would 
permit Mifs Moncriefs to ftay all night 
with Elizabeth, and he would himfelf " 
attend them to Park Place the next day. . 
To this requeft (he aflented, and on 
the return of the party Sarah and Emily 
found themfelves left at length alone 
with Mifs Afton. As her father left her 
in entire poffeffion of hervifitors^ Mr. 
Delme went with Mr. Afton, and the 
friends ftroUed down a beautiful mea- 
dow to avoid interruption. 

All reftraint of ftudied politenefs was 
in an inftant baniftied^ and friendfhip 
and mutual confidence ufurped its place. 
Emily, who longed to begin upon the 

fubjca 
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fubjeft moft interefting to her, clarmed 
the promifes of Elizabeth, to know how 
Mr. Delme came to be an inhabitant of 
Troy Farm. " Why," repliedfhe, « I 
muft firft tell you that my father is a 
raoft enthufiaftic admirer of virtue, as 
he alfo entertains an iveterate hatred 
of its opponent, vice. He is often im- 
pofed upon by its femblance ; not that 
I would have you think I allude to the 
prefent objeft of his regard ; for I be- 
lieve Auguftus Delme highly deferving 
his attention. I already entertain for 
him a fifterly regard..? Emily looked 
a thoufand thanks for this affurance that 
the regard was not declared to be of a 
more lively nature. *' But I had forgot 
my promifes; the tale is very fhort ; my 
father told it to me. Auguftus Delme 
was left with a fifter younger than 
himfelf, an orphan of fix years old, iii 
the care of an uncle, in the north of 
England. This relation, who is pof- 
fefl'ed of a large eftate, performed the 

H 2 duties 
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duties of a parent to thefe children* 
Auguftus was fent to fchool, and then 
to college ; from whence he once un- 
fortunately brought a friend to fpend 
the vacation. This friend found means 
to gain the affeSions of his beloved 

* 

filler, whom he prevailed upon to elope 
with him. This unprincipled adion fo 
enraged Mr. Delme, Auguftus's uncle^ 
that he from that moment abandoned 
both him and his fitter, vowing never 
more to hold intercourfe with cither of 
them,, as he accufed his nephew of being 
acceffary to his fitter's difgrace. This, 
and the agitation of his mind, brought 
on a fever, which nothing but youth 
and a good conttitution, with the atten* 
tion of a gentleman, who was for mapy 
years phyfician to the family, could have 
borne him through. On Auguftus*s 
recovery, he determined to fearch out 
the dettroyer of his peace, and denmnd 
fatisfaSion. After much fruitleffrfearch, 
he at length went to London, and found 
his once blooming Harriet, deferted and 

pennylefs. 
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pcnnylefs, in a two-pair-of-ftairsroom, in 
Lambeth. She wasfromhomc when he 
calledat thehoufe, having wandered, un- 
-cler cover of tlie night, .to endeavour to 
learn tidings of her deftroyer; but he had 
fled to avdbd the peproaches of one for 
whom he had no longer iek efteem, 'Or 
iev^n pity. Sbeiiad^been informed that 
he had lodged at thehoufeidiere (he npctr 
^as |;oBe to feek hvaa^ but now found 
ths(t he ihad let ouc the evemiig before 
to embark for Lifbon. In a fiale aS 
mind not to be defciibe4, but by tfacfo 
unfortunate ones whole lot it is to* fu£- 
fer thus fevercly, ihc was ffetarifiing rft 
ten o'clock at night over Weftiniiiftetr 
bridge : as fhe looked ^on tb^ water, an 
idea occurred of putting a period to all 
ier forrows. With the fpecd of thought, 
&€ clambered up the foalttftrade, and 
plmiged into the riven Itivas the fod^ 
iden 4aih of the water that routed An- 
guftus from his rev^ie, as iie fat on one 
of the ieat« on the bridge ^watting her 

H 3 return. 
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The watchman flew acrofs the way, cry- 
ing, * A woman ! a woman !' He looked 
over the railing and heard a voice cry, 
' Make hafte! make hafte! orftie will be 
loft.* He ran to the foot of the bridge, 
and (lepping into a boat, rowed himfelf 
to tbe place from. whence the found pro- 
ceeded, and there faw a lad with another 
boat, who had hold of the clothes of the 
woman, but had not ftrength to drag her 
into the boat. Attguftus iiiftantly aflSft- 
ed and got Ker out of the water, to aH 
appearance lifelefs. With this they^ 
made for the (hore; and having gained 
-the. foot of the bridge, the light of a 
lanthorn prefented to his view his Har- 
riet, his adored fifter. He funk fenfe- 
lefs by her fide, and they were conveyed 
to the firll houfe near the place. " Au- 
gullus recovered firft; and JTound hfe 
litter had given figns of returning life. 
She recovered, and he had her tonveyed 
home, and attended her himfelf night 
and day for more than a month. Da- 
ring 
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ring this time he wrote his uncle an ac- 
count of the melancholy ftory, which 
drew twenty pounds from him, with an 
aflurance that all future letters would be 
burnt. Poor Harriet died, and her 
brother attended her to the grave; after 
which Auguftus wrote to thofe with 
"whom he had neceffarily incurred debts^ 
to tell them where he was going to re- 
tirfe, and that as foon as hrs health was 
re-eftablifhed, he would never reft until 
their demands were fatisfied. Not con- 
tent with this honeft affurance, the apo- 
thecary and undertaker had purfued 
him hither, hearing that he had rich 
friends." 

This (lory afFefted my father fo much^ 
that he determined to affift Mr. Delme, 
who, upon acquaintance, pleafed him 
fo well, that he determined, as he had 
once bedn Intimate with his grandfather^ 
to offer him a home and affiftahce on any 
reafonable plan, when he Ihould re- 
tover. 

H 4 "So 



" So now," faid Elizabeth, " I have 
performed my promife/' Satah aticl 
£mily were dtflblved in tears at the bard 
fate of poor Harriet Delme. 

The -evening began to clofe in, and 
reminded the ladies of returning to- 
ward the houle. On their arrival, Mr. 
Afton joined them. He £ud to £mUy<, 
<* I ihould begin to feel a little joalous 
at a circumftance having been j^elated 
to me of a young lady '^ having givtoo a 
purfe to a geptleman, only that, if i 
remember right, it was offered to me 
firft.** — Emily was covered with.coofu«. 
lion at the difcovery. ** And naw, 
young lady/* faid Mr. Afton, ** will 
you permit an old man to que&ion you ? 
Where did you get this fame purfe?'* — 
Emily heCtatedy not wiihingtodifcover. 
the nvanner in which file became its pof« 
feffor.-— " Iti^ very material thait I ihould 
know, and you will oblige -me by an 
anfwer." Sarah replied for her fitter, 

that 
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that (he bad won a waget* at Mr* Day- 
rell's, arid that Sir Sampfon <Jillian pre- 
femed it lo her. " Thank you, young 
lady,*' faid the old gentleman. *• Were 
you acquainted with Sir. Sampfon Gilv 
Han before you met him at Mr. Pay- 
rell's?"— «* No, Sir," replied Sarah.— 
Here Mr. Afton left the room. "What 
did my father mean by the purfe ?" faid 
Eli^sabeth, applying to Emily. ** No^ 
thing but a joke," replied fhe. *^ Oh ! 
I beg your pardon, he is not ufed to joke 
with fo ferious a ^countenance — ^^I know 
him better than thau" Tl>e two fillers 
did not well know therafelves what to 
make of the queftion, or how it could 
ht interefting to Mr, AOon where (he 
bought a purfe, given as a prefent to a 
third perfon ; they each revolved the 
<:ircumftance in their ow^n minds, b^t 
were (till at a Jofs to account for the ear- 
neftnefs of the inquiry. 

Supper was brought, and Mr. Delme- 
attended, feemingly in better fpirits than 

H5 he 
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he had been all day, which Mifs Aftoir 
faid (he attributed to her fair friends 
being prefem. He affurcd hep that he 
would not be fo unjuft as not to own 
that they had a (hare in railing his fpi- 
rits. The ladies retired for the night : 
not fo Auguftus Delme ; his fpirit was 
in arms to avenge himfelf of the death 
of his fitter. He knew this Sir Samp^ 
fon Gillian to be the feducer of her ho- 
nour, as he was the very friend whom he 
had introduced into his family, and who 
he had believed to be on his paflage to 
Lilbon; for he would not otherwife 
have given up the fearch, but conti- 
nued it to the remoteft corner of Bri- 
tain. He had not the means to make a 
fea voyage, and his inability to executie 
vengeance on the wretch preyed upon 
his conftitution. The ftory before re- 
lated Mf. Afton heard from Auguftu«, 
and it made him determine to (land 
forth his decided friend; hoping^ that 

hy 
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by fo doing* he- might reconcile him to 
his uncle. He therefore infifted on his 
taking up hls'T'efidcnce at Troy Farm. 
On his arrival there he begged to fpeak 
a few words to Mr. Afton alone, and 
then related the circumftance of his vifit 
to Park Place, and, at the fame time, 
mentioned the benevolence of Emily; 
for though he did not fee her put the 
purfe on the feat, yet he faw her enter 
the (hrubbery gate after (he had done 
fo. " Judge then, Sir," faid he, '* what 
was my furprife to fee, worked in hair,, 
the name of. my beloved Harriet, my 
murdered fifter. How could Mifs Mon- 
crief be in poITeflion of this purfe ? My 
filter and (he could never have met.— 
Will you. Sir, have the goodnefs to 
inquire of her where (lie bought the 

purfe ? Perhaps but I will not think, 

that — to-morrow may explain all." Mr. 
Afton, who was as much amazed as him- 
felf, waited impatiently for the morrow, 
> H 6 and' 
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and to aflc this much -wiflied- for queAion. 
This was the caufe of his requeft to 
Lady Aiiriol to leave the Moncriefs at 
the farm until the next day. , 



CHAPTER 



< 
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CHAPTER IX. 



In the morning, when the ladies arofe 
to bVeakfaft, and Mifs Afton inquired 
for her father, (he was informed that he 
left Troy about half an ho&r before 
they arofe, in the chaife, accompanied 
by Mr. Delme, and" deGred that his 
daughter would not be uneafy if he did 
not return that nighty as fome preffing 
bufinefs^ relating to Auguftus^ demanded 
ills immediate prefence. The friends 
looked at each other, and a prefenii- 
ment informed Emily, that flie was con- 
cerned in this journey.. They made 
rather a filent breakfaft^ and agreed to 

take 
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takea ftroll afterwards; for Lady Auriol 
had fent a fervant early to carry them 
morning dreffes, and they accordingly 
made the tour of the village. 

While the inhabitants of Troy Farm 
were quietly amuGng themfelves with 
the innocent fcenes around them, Mr. 
Afton and Delme were engaged in more 
ferious concerns. Having arrived at a 
little ale-houfe which flood on the road 
fide, not far from Milton Callle, they 
alighted, and being (hewn into the beft 
parlour, which was no other than a 
room, the floor of which was covered 
by nice red bricks, and fanded with as 
nice white fatld: over th€ chimney flood 
a goodly row of tea c\ips^, none of which 
were alike, interfperfdd with china cats, 
dogs, dragons, &c. &c. The piClures 
that adorned the wall were the four Sea- 
fons; King Charles's Golden Rules wa$ 
framed over the' chimney.: .Mr. Afton 
called for the landlord ; the luxury of a 
bell had not y^t got footing, at the Red 

Lion» 
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Lion at Milton. A fmart fmirkinrg 
young woman appeared, faying, that 
cher father was gone up to the cattle, for 
there were fine doings to be done that 
day. " Aye," replied Mr. Afton, " I 
believe there will be fine doings indeed. *^' 
** Mayhap, Sir, you be come to fee the 
match/* faid the girl. " Very likely,*^ 
anfwered he. — " So your father is gone 
to the cattle ? Can you get me a perfon 
who will carry a letter thither?" She 
faid no one was within but herfelf. 
This put Mr. Aftqn in mind that his own 
chaife-driver would moft probably exe- 
cute the bufinefs better than any perfon 
he could procure. So calling him in, Mr. 
Atton gave him a letter from himfelf to 
Sir Sampfon Gillian, telling him that he 
had a particular meffage to deliver, and 
begged to know at what hour he would be 
at liberty to receive it. The fervant re- 
turned with Sir Sampfon, together with 
. Sir John and Lady Dayrell's compli- 
ments, faying, that they were forry Mr. 

Aftoa 
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Aftofl fliould be fo ceremonious^ and 
begged that he would come to the caftle 
direftly;. and as they underftood Mt. 
Afton had a gentleman in company^ 
they hoped he would alfo give them his 
company. It was now determined that 
Mr, Afton fhould walk to Sir John's, 
and inform Sir Sampfon of his bufinefs, 
which was to deliver a challenge from 
young Delme to himfelC 

As (bon as be liad arriYed^ and had 
paid his rcfpetls to Lady Dayrell and 
Sir John, he made a flight bow to Sir 
5ampfon, faying, ** Sir, at your leifore 
I iliall be glad to inform you of my 
bufineifs/' at ihe fame time apologizing 
for the neceffity of appearing rude to a 
lady. 

Sir Sampfon retired with Mr. Afion 
into a private room, where he, with am 
air of much folcmnity, faid, ^ Sir Samp- 
fon, I am proud of die honour of bear*, 
ing this letter from a mucb-injuTed 
young gentleman, who had once the 

misfortune 
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misfortune to rank you amongft his 
f£ieQds.V Sir Sampfon held out a trem- 
bling band to receive it« at the fame time 
faijf iog^ ** Oh ! from Delme, I fuppofe ; 
JM^bat, is>he in bis heroics ?'' 

Mr. A^on replied, " Sir, be requires 
hyme ananfwer^o that letter." 

ife readtheletter over and over again. 
^""•JiX , Ifii^gtb rhe broke filcnoe : 

«* I am fuuprifcd, Mr- Afton, to Sec 
a4nan ^of your ^xavit^^ and underlland^ 
ing the dupe of .an idle tale. Wby, if 
Mr. Delme*s fitter chafe to dope mth 
A favour! te^ (hould I bave the honour 
o( i)Qii\g' coafidered as the ^fortuoate 
man ?*' 

'• Sir/' replied Mr. AAon, '' Mr, 
JDeliae's honour is yet utitainied,; had 
yojoics been in the fame.^tie, I had 
not appeared to demand £atifiCEi6lion/* 

*^ Aj>d fb Harriet is dead> is ihe ?'* 
demanded ^ir Sampfon.— **' She was a 
d^viUfli beautiful Dreature." 

Mr. 
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if 

Mr. Afton, out of patience, faid, " ff 
he did not give him an immediate an- 
fwer, he would be obliged, with his 
own cane, to execute juftice himfelf." 

He then faw that trifling would not 
avail, and calling for pen and ink, fat 
down humming an opera air, though 
evidently greatly embarrafled. When 
he had finiflied writing, he prefented 
the letter to Mr. Afton, faying, at the 
fame time, that he would not fail to meet 
them with his friend Sir John. 

It had coft Mr» Afton fome pains 
to curb the impetuofity of Auguftus 
Delme from rufliing into the houfeof 
Sir John Dayrell, and demanding fatif- 
faftion on the fpot.^ He feared left the 
icbward would fly and not gfve him the 
defired meeting. Mr. Aftori removed 
his doubt on his return, and he waited 
impatiently to meet the mim whom he 
had once cberifhed next his heart, and 
confidered as a fccond felf. H^ fancied 

that 
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that he heard the voice of his beloved 
Harriet calling on her deftroyer for 
mercy, believing that he was going to 
deftroy her, as (he had often done dur- 
ing the fever which carried her off. 
«* Yes, my fitter," faid he, ^^you fhall 
be avenged, though yaur brother's life 
be the facrifice: it is due to your injured 
honour." He then filled up the inter- 
mediate time in converfatiorl with the 
good Mr. Afton, who promifed ' him, 
let the refult of the meeting be what it 
might, that he would fee his uncle 
Delme, and, if poflible, fet matters to 
rights, at Icaft he would ufe his beft 
endeavours, 

** There is, Sir,'* faid Auguftus^ 
. " another theme on which - 1 would 
, fpeak — I would afk of you to watch over 
the lovely young creature, to whom 1 
am indebted for this meeting; Ihould I 
fall, prote£l her. Sir, from a fate like my 
Harriet. How do I know, having found 
his prefent in her poffeffion, but he has 

dared 
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dared to mark her as a fatum prey.*' 
Mr. Afton affurcd him, that he would 
(Hot forget what he recommended. *'Biit/* 
laid he, ** Jailioe does not fle^p, Bor 
will the wicked .be perfBittcd to tri* 
nuBph.'* 'Looking at 'hk watch, he Taid, 
•* Gome, wte muft walk." Heputabraoe 
iof ipiftok in bis |K)ckets at -the fame time 
J»ying, **' -I did not think that ever I 
(hould have been i^ngaged in an dl&tr 
of: this kind.; but, ^n the prefent ooca^ 
fion, it would be cowardly it)_"defet 
you/* 

They walked to the meadow^ and 
were foon after joined by Sir Sao^fos. 
and Sir John Dayrell. The latter gen- 
tleman took Mr. Afton afide, and talked 
of an accommodation. He faid, that 
t^ertainly his friend was not the cau& 
of Mifs Delme's death, and was- ex^ 
tremely forry for what had happened* 
Mr. Afton faid, " that no accosomo* 
dation could:appeafe the injured honour 
of Delme, nor would he infult him with 

fuch 
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fuch a propofal.'* Sir John and he 
then meafured the ground, and after 
they had exchanged piftols, Delme fired 
at Sir Sampfon, who inftantly fell to 
the ground: the ball entered his left 
fide. A furgeon who happened fo cail 
at Sir John's, and whom he intruded 
with the affair, now came up, and, on 
examining the wound, he faid that he 
could not pronounce With certainty, in 
confcquence of the great efFiifion of 
Hood, but he believed the wound to 
be mortal. Delme was now on one 
knee, fupporting his antagonift, whom, 
before the fatal caufe of the duel, he 
would have died rather than hurt. 
His enmity was now loft in the apparent 
danger. Sir Sampfon recovered from 
a fwoon : he caft his eyes on Auguftus, 
and clafping his hand in his, faid, 
" Delme, I acknowledge the juftice of 
the blow: pronounce that you forgive 
me, and I die content.*' They now 
exchanged forgivenefs, and as the news 

of 
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of the duel had already fpread, and the 
country people were flocking to the 
place, Mr. Afton tore Delme away from 
the fpot to his chaife, which he had 
previoufly ordered to be ready at the 
end of the lane, into which he put him, 
more dead than alive, and ordered the 
driver to go home with all fpeed 

Ju{l as the chaife drove up, the ladies 
had rifen from dinner, and they ran to 
the hall-door to receive Mr. Afton. 
The day had been fpent in fruitlefs con- 
jedures where he couid be gone ; and 
they now, with inquiring eyes, fought 
to have the myftery explained. 

Mr. Afton alighted, and they then 
faw Auguftus pale as death, his hair 
diftievelled, and his waiftcoat ftained 
with blood. Emily had firft obferved 
the confufion of his drefs, and was una- 
ble to fpeak; Ihe leant on the arm of 
her fifter. *^ Come, come along/' faid 
Mr. Afton. His daughter burft into 
tears, faying, «* For God's fake tell me 

what 



EMILY DUNDORNE* 167 

what has been the matter ? Are you 
unhurt, father?'' — "Wait/' replied he, 
" until I have difpofed of Auguftus, 
and then I will come to you, my love; 
but I am fafe, I affure you, and he will 
be fo likewife, I hope." He turned 
round and perceived Emily unable to 
move: one of the fervants carried her 
^into the parlour, and all was now con- 
fufion, where tranquillity had fo lately 
reigned. 

Mr. Afton endeavoured to prevail on 
Delme to go to bed and try to compofe 
his fpirits; affuring him, that he had 
left a perfon behind, who would follow 
as foon as the wounds of Sir Sampfon 
had been examined. **But," faid this- 
good man, " fhould he have received 
his death at your hands, it is merited, 
and I will not allow you to leave your 
country. You (hall be tried by your 
Peers, and I will not doubt your 
acquittal. You have behaved nobly, 
and I can eafily conceive your feelings. 

The 
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The fcoundrel was once your friend^ 
but he cancelled that name by an aft 
of villany.*' You muft endeavour to 
reftif poffible, or the agitation of your 
mind will overcome you. Bcfides,'you 
have alarmed the girls, and I muft go and' 
quiet their fears." 

** Oh ! for heaven's fake,'* faid 
Delme, **Sir, go to them, leave tnc 
inftantly, I will remain quiet if ppffi- 
ble/* 

Mr. Afton had fcarcely informed his 
daughter and Mits Moncrief of the 
affair, when Lady Auriol arrived in 
the greatefl agitation. The vicinity of 
Milton Caftle to Park Place had 
brought the news of the duel thither in 
a fhort time, for one of the footmen was 
in Mr. Dayrell's fervants* hall at the 
time Sir Sampfonwas brought in wound- 
ed. Hearing that there had been a 
duel about Mifs Moncrief, who had 
given a purfe to Mr. Delme, belonging 
tp Sir Sampfon, he ran home with the 

news 
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news to the houfe-keeper, who ran with 
it to her lady. She could not under- 
Hand what was meant by it; but^ as 
Mr. Afton was faid to have been pre- 
fent, (he ordered her carriage dire£ily, 
and proceeded to Troy Farm* 

Mr. Afton fooq relieved her from 
the apprehenfion that Mifs Moncrief 
had been the occafion of any quarrel 
between the gentlemen ; but (he found 
Emily really very ill: Ihs*- could eafily 
account for the caufe^ in the fuddennefs 
of the fright ihe had received* It was 
thought prudent, that Mifs Moncrief 
(hould return with her Ladyfhip to 
Park Place^ as Mr. Afton faid he 
thought it a duty incumbent on him to 
mention that young Delme had imbibed 
a pa0ion for Emily^ and which he at the 
fame time faid^ any woman might be 
proud to have infpired. However, 
that this was now the cafe wai a matter 
of concern to her Ladyftiip. After tea, 
and that Emily had recovered herfelf. 

Vol. I. I they 
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they proceeded to Park Place. Every 
one was anxious for their arrival, as 
during the fliort interval of Lady Au- 
riol's abfence nunicrous ftories had 
been circulated ; nay, fome went fo 
far as to aflert, tliat Mifs Moncrief was 
the young lady feduced by Sir Sampfon 
Gillian, which now gave real uneaGnefs 
to her proteftrefs and friend. 

Poor Emily's own heart was in a 
ftate of undcfcribable mifery, that 
the man for whom vfhe entertained the 
regard of a fifter (for flie herfelf did 
not know that her fentiments would ad- 
mit of a ftronger interpretation) fhould 
h^ve the blood of a fellow-creature upon 
his head; and flie alfo knew that this 
z€t would involve him, (hould it termi- 
nate in the death of Sir Sampfon, in 
an abfolute neceffity of wandering un- 
known and friendlefs in a foreign land. 
She did not know of Mr. Afton's deter- 
mination, that he fhould abide by the 
confequences^ let them be what they 

might; 




might; indeed> had fhe knovn this^ it 
would have rather increafed than dimU 
nilhed her anxiety. She then accufecL 
herfelf as the caufe of all this mifchief^ 
The fatal purfe (he con&dered led to 
the difco very that Sir Sarapfon had not, 
as his cowardice had given out, quitted 
the kingdom. But for this, he had been 
in fafety, and Delme free from thofe 
pangs that now diflraded his heart. 
She longed to be at Troy, where fhe 
fliould hear the fate of Sir Sampfon, as 
a meffenger was momentarily expeQed 
to inform them of the decifion of the 
furgeon. 

She returned with her filler to her 
own room, melancholy and dejefted; 
and, for the fir ft time fince flie bad quit- 
ted it, wifhed herfelf again at Eafliam. 
Sarah fat dowfi and wept with her; for 
(he had fek herfelf interefted in the flory . 
of Auguftus and his fitter, and was forry 
to find that the laws of honour made . 
k abfolutely neceffary to refent inju- 

1 2 ries^x 



\ 

I 



tyi EMILY DUMDOAK£« 

rics, of a particular kind, in fo dan-^ 
gerous and dreadful a manner. ** Shock- 
ing/* faid (he, •' muft be thofe laws 
which involve any one in the fame 
crime, on which they imagine it necef*. 
fary to infliO: a punifhmcnt. The 
laws of God are furely to be obferved 
before all other; and he commands that 
we fliall not fhed the blood of our fel- 
low-creature. Poor, unfortunate young 
man! my ibul bleeds for his fufFerings.'' . 
Emily, who fat near hei*, leaned her 
head on the bofom of her fitter, and 
found relief in fhedding a flood of tears 
on her bofom. 

While the fillers were in their cham- 
ber lamenting the fad accident, Lady 
Auriol was confulting with her friends 
what fhe fhould do to prevent the nu- 
inerous calumnies from being believed, 
as they might deftroy, if believed, an 
unfuUied charafter, and ruin the future 
profpefts of Emily. Colonel Harrifon 
advifed her to reft perfeflly quiet, as 

the 
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the ftory would clear itfelf in a (hort 
time* " Truth," faid he, ** always 
mak^s its way." He offered, as he was 
acquainted with Sir John Dayrell, to 
ride over to Milton^ and fee in what 
ftate the wounds of Sir Sampfon were 
pronounced. He alfo faid, it would 
be proper to a(k Sir John to contradift 
any (lories to the difadvantage of Mifs 
Moncrief that might come within his 
hearing. I^dy Auriol thanked him^ 
and charged him with compliments to 
Lady Dayrell, faying, that fhe fup- 
pofed the accident would deprive her 
of their company the next day, as fhe 
had before intended coming to dine at 
Park Place. 

Lady Auriol felt herfelf much hurt 
at what had happened, as fhe was well 
aware that any flory that renders a 
young woman confpicuous, at Emily's? 
time of life, is of material difadvarttage ; 
and though (he herfelf knew that Emily 
was blamelefs, nay, that the bAievo- 

1 3 lencc 
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lence which occafioned the difcdvcrisr 
was praife- worthy, yet it was perhaps 
impoflible to convince the world that 
her conduft was blamelefs. She deter- 
mined to write to Mr. Moncrief, and tQ 
give him a circumdantial account of 
all that (he knew of the affairs fearing 
left the ftory might reach his ear related 
in the fame manner it had been at Park 
Place. She well knew that he would 
be (hocked by the flighteft hint of impru* 
dence in either of the young ladies^ and 
as they had not committed any faulr, 
fee thought it proper to prevent any 
alarm. 

By the time her letter to Doftor 
Moncrief wasfinifhed, Colonel Harrifoa 
returned from Milton Cattle. The 
wound had been examined by two very 
fcilful furgeons, who were both of 
opinion, if no fever enfued, that Sir 
Sampfon might recover, as the ball had 
been extracted, though with confider- 
able pain ; and> to the great amazement 

of 
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of Lady Auriol, he brought word that 
Lady Die meant to keep her appoint- 
ment. On Colonel Harrifon's deliver- 
ing Lady Auriol's meflage, Ihe cried 
out, *• Why, my dear Harrifon, you did 
not fuppofe that I had taken upon me 
to be Sir Sampfon's nurfe, did you? 
If he choofes to amufe himfelf with fight- 
ing a duel, am I to deprive myfelf of 
feeing my friends^? No, indeed, not U 
I heartily hope that he will recover; 
for if he dies here, I fhould be obliged 
tOr {hut up my houfe for a day or two.*' 
Sir John, wha thought Ihe went rather 
U>o far, faid, "Harrifon, you know 
my wife, you mud not mind her; for 
ftie was very wretched until the ball was 
extraQed, and would be truly forry if 
Sir Sampfon's. life was really in danger." 
'* Well," faid (lie, ** perhaps I might, 
but I cannot fhut myfelf up, and make 
believe to be miferable whilft there are 
any hopes; fo, Harrifon, do tell Lady 
Auriol that (he may expeft us* Oh !" 

1 4 continued 



continued Die, ** I have a piece of new* 
to tell you. Sir Sampfon is violently 
in love with one* of thofe pretty girls 
who caine here with Lady Auriol ; (he 
mull get her weeds ready if he dies.'* 
«' And," faid Sir John, "Til tell you 
another piece of news; Lady Dayrcll's 
lifter is over head and ears in love with 
Sir Sampfon: I cannot tell you which 
i^ the fair one that will carry off the 
prize. She is confined to her bed at 
prefent. We have had nothing but faint-* 
ing ever fince the affair.'* The Colonel 
took his leave of the Dayrell family in 
order to relieve the mind of Lady 
Auriol. 

It was late when Colonel Harrifon 
returned,^ and brought the account that 
fome hopes were entertained of Sir 
Sampfon. Emily was moft happy at 
this news. The Colonel began to rall^ 
her with having nearly loft a lover, 
faying, that Lady Dayrell, who never 
could keep a fecret longer than (he had 

fome 



iome one tatellit:to> hadaflured him^ 
that fhe flood high in the favour of the 
Knight. Emily anfwered with fome 
warmth, that he was her utter averfion, 
and indeed ought to be fo. " Has he not 
caufed the death of Mifs Delme?" faid 
Ihe; " what woman can efteem him 
after (he is acquainted with that circum-r 
fiance?" — " You are right," replied 
Lady Auriol; ** were women theili- 
felves more tenacious of the honour of 
their own fex, by excluding their be- 
trayers from their fociety, the world 
would not have to deplore fo many 
unfortunate young women, who, led 
by the unfufpeQing innocence of their 
own hearts, to give ear to vows intend- 
ed to deceive them, are, in the moment 
of greateft confidence and fecurity, firfl 
convinced of their folly, and are then 
left by the world and their betrayer to 
fbrrow and repentance; alas! too late.*.* 
Her Ladyfhip was furprifed to hear that 
Lady Dayrell fhould think of vifiting^ 

1 5 confide r- 



178 EMILY DUNDORNX. 

confidering the ftate her vifitor now lay 
in. "But," faid her Ladyftiip, «* I am 
quite unacquainted ^ith fafhionaMe 
feelings/' Mrs. Hornby faid, that fhe 
vas glad Lady Die was coming the next 
day, as fhe was very fond of her when 
Mifs Wilfon, and fhould be glad to 
renew the acquaintance. She was al- 
ways a little inclined to the giddy, but 
then fhe is very good natured ; and 
though fhe does fometimes like a few 
liberties with you herfelf, fhe is willing 
to allow the fame in others. Mrs. 
Harrifon faid, that fhe was a deteflible 
being, never at peace herfelf, nor will- 
ing to let any other pcrfon be fo. *' I 
am fure, latt fummer, at Brighton,'* 
faid fhe, ** I hardly ever faw Colonel 
Harrifon, he was fo engaged in attend- 
ing on the divine Mifs Wilfon.** The 
Colonel laughed, and faid, that he, in 
common with other men, paid that 
attention which was due to a beautiful 
woman. Mrs. Harrifon, whofe coun- 
tenance 
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tenance had nothing of the beautiful to 
recommend it, was not inclined to 
admit of this arguments The company 
now broke up^ and retired .to their 
refpe£live chambers. 
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CHAPTER X 



While the family at Park Place 
were a little alarmed by the duel at 
Milton Cattle, Mr. Moncrief and his 
pupil were each difpleaf^d -with the' 
other, and mutually wifhed that they 
had never met. The good Doftor had 
hoped to find in. Lord Auriol that do- 
cility of difpofition he had found in his 
father; but, in truth; his father and he 
were oppbfite charaQers. This he foon 
perceived, nor could he trace in him 
ought that refembled his mother; though 
he found, upon comparifon with other 
branches of the family, that he bore a 
nearer refemblance to his grandfather. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Moncrief fighed as he made the 
comparifon^ fearing left he had under-^ 
taken a tafk he fiiould be unable 
to complete. However, he ufed all 
means poffible to efFed what he fo much 
wiflied to fee accompliftied. He en- 
deavoured to infpire him with ideas of 
his own importance, which indeed he 
did not need on fome occafions, whilft 
on others he would defcend to the 
meaneft fubmiffions to gain his point. 
Many irregularities he had obferved 
and connived at, hoping that a little 
time would convince him of the folly of 
fuch purfuits. His fervant, whom Mr. 
Moncrief determined to prevail on 
Lady Auriol to' difcharge, was privy to, 
and the in vefti gator of, many fchemes 
that could not have been e£Fe£ted with- 
out fuch affiftance. Yet the informa- 
tion that was to Bll the maternal bofom 
of her Ladyihip with pain was delayed 
from day to day, until an event hap- 
pened that rendered filence no longer 

poffible. 
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poflible. Dr. Moncrief and Lord Acr- 
riol had been out to dinner with a neigh* 
bouring gentleman, where his Lordihip 
had drank rather too freely, notwith-* 
ftanding the remonftrancesof his tutor, 
who often reminded him of the length 
of the ride home. At length they got 
thither in fafety, and the DoSor being 
a little fleepy, went to bed direftly, re- 
commending to his Lordihip^ to follow^ 
his example.^ This, he faid, he intended 
as foon as his fervant fhould come im 
Rachel had charge from her mafter to< 
take care of his Lordfhip, which flic as 
punctually performed, not going to her 
chamber ujitil his Lordfliip was in bed.. 
She then refigned herfelf to fleep, from^ 
which fhe was awakened by the alarm ot 
fire; (he inftantly would have run to the- 
door of her mafter*s chamber, but on« 
opening her own the flames met her at 
the top of the ftaircafe, and flie was- 
forced to run down (lairs, or. flay there 
and Qiare the fate of her mafter and Lord 

Auriol, 
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Aur^ol, whom ftie was certain muft be 
burnt \o death. She opened the outer 
door, and there flie faw her mafter {land- 
ing at the window, calling for afliftance. 
She ran to where fhe knew there was a 
ladder, and the Doftor defcended, but 
not before he had been dreadfully 
fcorcbed by the flames. His firft care 
was for Lord Auriol : what was his ago- 
nies cannot be defcribed, when he found 
that he had not been alarmed in time ta 
efcape the flames, for now the whole 
building was in one blaze : he direfted 
that the country people who had come 
to his affiftance fhould place ladders, if 
poffible, to the window of hisLordftip'S' 
apartment: but as they were conveying, 
one to that fide of the houfe, all that 
end fell in, and all poflibility of fafety 
or efcape for either him or his fer- 
vent was precluded, and their fate in- 
evitable. The DoQor was in a ftate 
of diftraftion, and was conveyed to 
the hqufe of a farmer and put to bed,. 

where 
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where he would not hear of comfort, but 
was conflantly calling to fearch for and' 
faye his pupil. The houfe in lefs than 
two hours was levelled with the ground. 
Nothing now remained but a heap of 
ruins. All poffible pains were tak^n to 
find the bodies of his Lordfliip and fer- 
vant; but after a ftrift fearch^. which 
proved ineffeftual, they both made their 
appearance, dreifed, and without the 
leaft hurt, to the great aftoniflbment of 
all around. 

Rachel ran with the joyful tidings ta 
her mafter. The fudden joy was too 
much for the good old man, and he 
fainted, which was fucceeded^ by fits ef 
the fame nature, infomuch that his life 
was defpaired of. 

Lord Auriol, who had been the oc- 
cafion of all this, now, for thefirft time, 
blamed himfelf for attending to the ad« 
vice of his fervant. He had, when Ra- 
chel went to bed, got up atid drefied 
himfelf, and by the help of the pear tree 

defcended 
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defcended with his fervanij ta pay ai 
TiGt to the farmers* daughters, whom he 
had perfuaded to believe all the fine 
promifes which are made on fuch oc- 
cafions, but with an intention of being 
broken. They had forgot to ptacc the 
candle in a place of fafety as ufual. 
The wine drank by his L.ordlhip in the 
courfe of the day had put every caution 
out of his head, and he defcending laft,. 
left the candle ftanding on a chair by 
the bedfide. The mafter and fervant 
now blamed each other alternately. 

Lord Auriol knew not what to do. 
He knew that the blame reded with hinu- 
felf ; he alfo knew that the truth muft be 
told to his eonviftion, or elfe how could 
he accoimt for being drefled and fafc 
in the midft of fo much danger ! he durft 
not appear before the injured Doftort 
yet hfe ought to do fo. He at length . 
had recourfe to his old counfellor, who 
advifed an immediate retreat to Park 
Place, where he might make his ftorjr 

good 
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good before any news arrived; " and,**^ 
faid he^ " to make the firft impreffion in 
your favour is a good thing.** Weak 
and irrefolute minds are always under 
the dominidn of thofe who are or were 
laft near themi. This was the cafe with 
Lord Auriol^ who inRantly difpatched 
his fervant to the next town for a chaife, 
whilft he retired to the littiepublic houfe 
to write a ktter ta Dr. Moncricf, and 
then depart. Rachel^ hearing him or* 
der the cbaife^ dire^ly afked his Lord^ 
ihip if he would notpleafe to let herin^ 
form her mafter whither he was goingr 
and if it would not be rigU ta go and 
fee him» contidering> that he had been 
the caufe of fo dreadfu} a calamity. He 
faid No ; he would not intrude on the 
Doflor, who needed repofe^ but that he 
would write to- him before he left the 
place. Rachel ran to the farm^'s to 
know her matter's pleafure: but^ alas! 
he was infenfible to all that now. 
happened,, and flie was forbid to fpeak 

to 
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lo hrm. All the country were of opi- 
nion that Lord Auriol could not have- 
been in the houfe, as one man faid, that 
he obferved his window open as he ran- 
towards the hoafe^and that he fuppofed 
fome one had efcaped through it. Nei- 
ther Johnfon nor his Lord fpoke of hav-^ 
ing encountered any danger. During 
the walk to the next town for the chaifci. 
Johnfon had refle6led on the figure be 
(bould cut when queftioned by Lady 
Auriol; and». being, certain if be told the 
trutli (and if he did not it would foon. 
cotne out), that he was certain of be* 
i-ng difcharged, he thought it bed to per* 
fuade Lord Auriol to jffaape his courfe to^ 
wards London, and from thence to write- 
to his mother. But then his Lordfhip. 
had not cafli fuffieient tamake the jour- 
ney. It. was true Johnfon himfelf had;, 
but then he always made it a rule to, 
take from his matters all he could, but 
never to advance any to them. But on, 
tbisoccaCon, he knew that he muft ce- 

mova 
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move his Lordfhip from his mother^^ 
anger, or quit him for ever. On his 
arrival with the carriage,, he faid, thais 
he had been thinking how very difa- 
greeable a leAure from Lady Auriol 
would be^-and that his Lordfhip had 
better go to London till the ftorn* 
ihould be Mown over. The iamc rca-^ 
fon againft following this advice oc^* 
curred to Lord Auriol as- bad before 
prefented itfeif to his lervant. He puK* 
led out his purfe, and turned out fix 
giaineas^ which was all the ready money 
he faid that he was at prefent in pol&& 
fion of. Johnfon offered to advance 
the needful, and off they fet in: as gpod 
fpirits as if nothing had happened. On 
paffing the ruins of tfie Parfonage, they 
both curfed the old rotten timber, and 
thanked their ftars they (hould never 
be cooped up agenn in fuch a convent* 

Rachel fat befide her matter in the, 
utmoft diftrefs, expeQing his inftant 
diffolution for two whole days. On. 

th& 
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the third he gave fymptoms of returning 
xeafon, and afked fome quefiions. This 
4ed them to hope. In the mean time a 
friend of Dr, Moncrief's, to whom all the 
circumftances had been related, wrote 
an account of all to Lady Auriol, and 
alfo informed her^ that her fon had left 
£a(ham, and it was believed was gone 
to London. On the fame day that thig 
letter was written arrived the one from 
LadyAuriol, giving an account of the 
duel. This letter was laid by, as it wag 
not deemed proper to trouble the Doc- 
tor with any thing until he was pro- 
nounced out of danger. Rachel faid,; 
that as foon as poifible it would be right 
* to give him the letter, as it was from 
Lady Auriol and her dear young miffes, 
and it would perhaps revive him. 
The phyfician faid^ that if fhe was fure 
it would have a good effed, he fhould 
fee it on the next day, if he continued to 
recover. 

In 
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In the meantime. Lord Auriol flew 
to London, where he had every pleafure 
in view before him, with no voice to re- 
ftrainliim from following his own incli- 
nations, birt at his elbow a vile harpy, 
who ftrengthened him in his liabitual 
weaknefles. Being arrived in Grofvenor 
Square, he fat down to write to his mo- 
ther, and account for his condu£l in the 
beft manfier poflible ; this, as it was con- 
cealed under fubterfuges unworthy of 
a gentleman to make, rather tended to 
aggravate than to leflen his offence. 
The letter being difpatched, he haftened 
to drefs, that he might pay fome vifits to 
young men as diflipatcd as he himfelf 
was. They engaged him in dining par- 
ties for the remainder of the week: after 
one of thefe they went to the play, and 
from thence Lord Auriol was intro- 
duced, for the firft time, to a fubfcrip* 
tionhoufe, or, in other words, to a noto- 
rious gaming table, by a captain, whom 

the 



EMILY DUNDORNE* Igt : 

the mafter of the houfe contrived to 
oblige, in hi^ turn, by lending him mo- 
ney, or by giving him credit at the ta- 
ble, whenever a run of ilWuck deprived 
bim of his laft guinea, which happened 
very frequently. Befides, he had the 
run of the houfe, where he was always 
fure of an excellent dinner ferved up in 
good ftyle, whenever his honourable or 
right honourable friends forgot to drop . 
a card of invitation at the captain'^ 
lodgings. In return for this kindnefs, 
the Captain, who always lounged about 
town, had a (harp eye when a young 
heir came to his fortune, though indeed 
he thought it better to get hold of him 
before he came into a6lual poffeflion ; 
obferving,that young men will eafily part 
with an expeflancy, when they often de- 
liberate an parting with the hard caflx; 
the Iboner then he took a young man 
into leading-ftrings the better. From the 
moment Captain Carelefs and Lord 
Auriol became acquainted it was im«. 

poffiblc 
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poffiblc that he could ever want the 
means of gratification. The Captain 
had fo many refources rather than ever 
leave a friend in diftrcfs, that it was im* 
poffible to know him and not place 
implicit confidence in his fricndfhip. 
To the advice of this man did Lord 
Auriol refign himfelf from the moment 
he fet foot in the fubfcription houfe ; 
the mailer of which had publicly held up 
his hand at the bar of offended Jufticc, 
before he entered on this honourable 
career, where he was now efteemed by 
the very firft charafters in the land as 
the honefteft fellow in the world* 

Captain Carelefs advifed Lord Au«. 
riol, if he played, not to ftake much ; 
this advice was given^ in order to find 
if he had any money at all, for be had 
frequently found that the pockets of 
the great were not lined with gold, efpe- 
cially when fo young as his Lorcflhip. 

In a ftiort time his Lordfhip grew 
moft familiar with both the mafter and 

the 
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the fair miftyefs of the manfioiH who 
offered to make cofiebfor him^ though 
it was paft her hour of taking it. 

Lord Auriol accepted the offer of 
the lady^ and was then ufiiered into 
her own parlour^ where eveiy thing was 
condi>£led in the firft fty le. Carelefs caiafie 
after therti, faying, ^* Don't you thinks 
Mrs. EUis^ that I am a lucky dog ?'^ 
holding out fome notes; ^'Oh» the pretty 
creatures !'' replied the lady, ^ let me 
look at them^" She counted to the 
amcfuntof (even hundred^ and then piro« 
noufyced that flie thought him very for* 
tunaiej as this fum ihade up two thou«. 
fand which he bad carried axi^y froin their 
boufein^heootirfeciftbelaftweek. ^'And 
if yoa^o on at tbis rale/' faid (he, **you 
will turn «s out at laft«-^Do you ever 
play, SirP'J'&id the lady. ** No," replied 
his Lordfiiip 1'^* I nevor faw a gaming ta^ 
blebeforc.''—t^ Well then/' 4Sried Mrs. 
Ellis, *< I will play'the £rft game with you, 
tind 6»MAefs (hsil Ihew you how to win my 
. Vol. L K money. 
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money. I don't fear you both» though 
he has beat my hufband. ^' Lord Avriol 
declared againft two gentlemen uniting 
againft a- lady: he knew the game of 
piquet^ and would try which cpuld win^ 
without the afliftance of the Captain, 
They fat down ; the lady put down five 
guineas^ and bis Lord{hip did the fame. 
It was the laft of twenty he had bor. 
rowed from his fervant. Soon did it 
return to his purfe with the additional 
five^ and the lady declared that he played 
too good a game for her. They then pro* 
pofed adjourning to the public rooms; 
but not until his Lordihip andCarelefs 
had promifed to fup with Mrs. Ellis at 
four o'clock, the ufual hour with this 
lady. Here the goddefs Fortune was 
playing her numerous gambols to the 
vexation and delight of allprefent^ fome 
were curfing her^ while others were in« 
voking her ' afliftance. Long did Lord 
Auriol remain an obferver^ until money, 
by its frequent flu£luatioti round the 

... circle. 
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circle, fcemcd to have loft its value. 
He thought it pleafant to be thus amufed^ 
and fat down with an intent to ftake his 
ten guineas as he thought it fair to leave 
the lady^s five guineas behind him ; 
however, it was decreed that he fhould 
win this ftake alfo. This fo far elated 
him, that he went on % his friend Carelefs 
dire8ing him until he pocketed one 
hundred pounds, and then he declared 
he would not play any longer. They 
fat fpe£tators of the fcene until the 
rooms were quitted by the guefts, all 
but a feleft few who were to join the 
fupper party* ' They adjourned again 
to the family parlour, where they found 
aflembled three or four elegant and well« 
drefled females who belonged to the gen-. 
tlemen who are concerned in the bank, as 
Cardefs informed his Lordftiip ; but that 
they were devilifti pleafant women, and 
diat he was. very intimate in the families 
of thofe ladies. Mrs. Ellis now appeared 
to congratulate his Lordftiip on his fuc- 

Ka 
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cer$, which flie attril;^iu^d IQ If^r neftegg, 
as fhe called the five guineas von from 
her. 

After having (laid with this party un*r 
til the fun reminded him that candles 
•were unneceffary, the Captain and his 
Lordfhip departed^ but not without an 
invitation for the pent evening, which 
they promifed to Scicepl. On partings 
k was agreed tha^ they Ihould dine to« 
gether the next day. 

Lord Auti^ bad forgotten J>r. Mon* 
crief^ and the wickedncfs of bis own 
condu£l which Jiad ijavolved this good 
man in fuch diflrefs; when he arrived at 
home he was informed by Johnfon that 
a letter was arrived exprefs fiom Paf k 
Place to the Steward who was then in 
town, ordering him to go to Grofvenor 
Square and inquire for his LonUhip» and, 
if he was there, not to quit the place wkh«. 
out his Lordfhip. His mother was too ill 
to undertake the journey, owing to the 
dreadful news commonicatcd to ber 

from 
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from Eafhara. Johnfon alfo faid, that 
the Steward was then waiting in the par- 
lour, and had been afking him a gr^at 
many impertinent queftions. 

His Lordihip then determined, that 
in the parlour the Steward might fit until 
the hour of his rifingi for fee him be- 
fore that time he determined he would 
not. " Let him remonftrate," faid hc^ 
*' how he will, fo I get my reft undif- 
turbed I care not." Johnfon, who was 
as willing as his Lord to treat the Stew- 
ard with contempt, now went to him and 
told him that he muft call in the morn- 
ing, for that his Lord could nqt receive 
any meflage until then. The Steward 
anfwered, that it muft be as his Lord- 
fliip pleafed, only that he muft obey his 
Lady's commands not to quit the houfe 
without delivering her letter. He then 
walked into the hall, and fat down in 
one of the porter's chairs. Johnfon left 
him to report what he faid as he un- 
drcffed his matter. On being informed 

of 
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of the Steward's determination, he fent 
for him to his chamber, where he deli- 
vered his Lady's letter, and begged to 
know at what hour the next morning 
he fliould order a carriage. 

Her Ladylhip's letter reproached him 
with his (hocking conduft to the bed of 
men, defiring him either dire6lly to repair 
to Eafliam, or to return to Park Place 
as (he could not think, without horror, at 
his being in London with fuch princi<» 
pies as his prefent condud avowed. She 
added, that Mr. Moncrief was declared 
out of danger, and that, as foon as he 
was able, (he intended bringing him to 
her houfe. 

This news did not pleafe his Lord(hip, 
as he was determined never to fubmit in 
futute to the control of a tutpr, but 
commence his own mafter fron| the pre* 
fent moment. With thefe fentiment^ he 
anfwered the Steward's queftion when 
he(hould order a carriage, in order that 
he might return to Park Place, with fay- 
ing 
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ing, that he defired that he would give 
himfelf no farther trouble about his re- 
turn to the country: that heihould write 
to his mother as foon as he Ihould rife^ 
and that he might carry the letter if he 
chofe, or fend it by the poft. 

And having difmiffed the poor grey- 
headed old man with a curfe on his offi- 
cioufnefs^ he retired to reft^ or at leaft 
to endeavour to forget all that now pre- 
fented itfelf as difagreeable. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 



